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Armstrong, Thomas Ring Has End 
Sloane. 477p. $4.75. 

Thomas Armstrong’s Ring Has End strongly and 
competently recalls Tolstoy’s War and Peace. There 
almost the same great diversity nobles char- 
acters, the pictorial sweep, the great retreat—of the 
Whites this book—the feeling for Mother Russia. 


But the scope the novel rather too great, beginning 
with the Crimean War 1854 and ending with Bol- 
shevist domination 1920. The parts are divided: 
1854 1894; 1901 1914; 1916 1918; 1918 1920. 
result the protagonists change until Princess 
Anastasia Kaivanov becomes the central character 
the last two parts. 
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The Story begins with the words, land rape, 
lust, and feud Into was born Prince 
Aleksiei Kaivanov—one the four great families 
Russia. His father’s Don Cossacks had cut shreds 
Napoleon’s retreating army. And Aleksiei seventeen 
joined his father Caucasus campaign that was 
rewarded with the grant princely domain. 


Prince Aleksiei fought more wars Russia’s southern 
boundary ,the last against the French and English 
Sevastopol. But his grandson Mikhael, twenty years 
later, lived St. Petersburg (with his wife and his son 
Ivan, who went into the navy) and took with ballet 
dancer Antonio Rossi, until Nihilist agitation sent him 
scurrying his southern estates, where promptly 
picked another young man. 


II. 1901 ideas reform were the Russian air. 
But the major action the second part concerns 
Prince Ivan’s pursuit and conquest ballerina Vera 
Kalutkin. (Ivan was thirty-four, married and the 
father Anastasia and Sergei.) Unrest increased dur- 
ing the period. the capital Siberian Cossacks rode 
down and killed 4600 Putiloff Neva workers. the 
South Ivan’s father, Prince Mikhael, with his Gany- 
mede, was killed mob. Finally new constitution 
was permitted. 


Free-living Anastasia comes front and center to- 
gether with her brother Sergei and Mimi Kalutkin, 
their sister “from the wrong side 
Though disturbance flared, the Kaivanovs lived gay 
life, until the Western front 
soldiers returned Petrograd. Mimi raped 
and driven mad. Kerensky, Lenin and Krupska enter. 
And plundering begins the nobles hide for time. 


When the Bolshevists got control, the nobles panicked 
and were put extremes survive. Prince Ivan 
was put death the Leninists Sevastopol. His 
family and friends sought get safety train. 
Kiev they were intercepted, imprisoned, tortured and 
tried, but were rescued the advancing Germans. 
Anastasia dances dining club, rescued Count 
falls love with him, and sent with 
Mimi Sevastopol the end World War 


IV. There the whites are control. Anastasia enter- 
tains her Yalta estate where she meets British naval 
Lieutenant Commander Crowther. Hearing that Count 
Andreyoukov will Rostov, Anastasia rushes off 
near him. Mimi, now married, and Sergei are 
there too. The Whites lose ground. Anastasia, her 
maid and Mimi entrain for Ekaterinodor, two hun- 
dred miles away, but are forced walk the last hun- 


dred. 


They sell their jewels for heavy winter clothing and 
some money and start two week trek. Typhus, 
cold and starvation strew dead and dying along the 
way. (Sergei Odessa with self-inflicted wound 
gets himself removed Novorossisk.) Ekaterino- 
dor, Anastasia turned dancing waitress for food. An- 
other retreat becomes necessary. Krymsk, Mimi 
turns thief for food and Anastasia, met Count 
sent with the other two Novoros- 


There she met Crowther, married him escape Russia 
with Sergei, Mimi and the maid. Mimi killed. Count 


Armstrong Pasternak 
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Andreyoukov, too, coming Novorossik with his 
Don Cossacks ship the Crimea, hears the mar. 
riage. Aboard the British ship Anastasia stood astern 
for hours freezing wind gazing her lost land. 


Interest and suspense begin almost once this 
written story, and continuous information about 
liar customs helps immerse the reader the 
phere Russia. Particularly enthralling descriptions 
abound: the siege Sevastopol, the social season 
St. Petersburg 1874, the Siberian Cossacks riding 


down mob, the delay telegram, the preparations 
for World War the Bolshevist victory Petrograd 


and the great trek the Kaivanovs Novorossisk. 


The author does very little philosophizing. has 
any tendenz, might show the practical 
ence the French, English and Americans give 
effective aid the White Russians, who might have 
stopped the Bolshevist successes after the First World 
War, just the Western Allies could have prevented 
the Communist successes after the Second World 


Some the incidents the novelist may have encoun- 
tered heard during and after World War II. 
map prefacing each the four parts would have served 
all readers, save the geographically informed. 


Ring Has End definitely adult book (al- 
though restrained detail), somewhat difficult 
geographic matter and language. 


The novel deserves best-seller! 
Joachim Daleiden, O.F.M. 


Pasternak, Boris Doctor Zhivago 
Pantheon. Sept. 5,1958. 559p. $5.00. 


vast panoramic novel the great Russian tradition, 
this covers period from shortly before the Decembrist 
riots 1905 the final defeat the Whites after the 
overthrow the Kerensky government and the estab- 
lishment the Soviet regime. Central figure Yuri 
Zhivago, son once-wealthy dissolute baron who 
dies after throwing himself from train nearing the 
town where his abandoned wife and son are living. 
Shortly after Baron Zhivago’s death, Yuri’s mother dies 
and taken the family Alexander Gromeko. 
Yuri educated and earns his medical degree and 
marries Gromeko’s daughter, Antonina; then, within 
short time after the birth their first child, enlists 
medical officer with the Russian armies fighting the 
hopeless battles the Galician front World War 
While there meets briefly nurse, Lara Antipova, 
who has come volunteer search for her school- 
teacher husband, reported killed action but actually 
taken prisoner. When the war over, with the 
ration armistice and the revolution begins, Yuri 
returns his wife Moscow and finds life becoming 
harder and harder endure the confusion attendant 
upon the struggles between the Mensheviks and the 
Bolsheviks. Being man peace and impatient 
politics, decides take his family and his father-in- 
law Alexander Alexandrovich, eastward the old 
Kreuger estate the Urals, counting upon the assist- 
ance the estate steward, though the estate has 
doubtedly been liquidated. The train-ride across 
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try horror crowding, but they finally arrive and 
are grudingly accepted and given part the old 
buildings repair and live in. Yuri tries pursue 
studies the library nearby town and there once 
again meets Lara and falls love with her, knowing 
that betraying the wife still loves devotedly. 
one occasion, going bid last goodbye 
Lara, captured the partisan army the 
Forest Brotherhood, fighting guerilla warfare against 
the White armies, and forced serve medical 
with them. The civilian war finally ended, 
learns his family prohibited from returning Russia, 
but himself goes back Moscow and dies the street, 
heart attack, broken and disillusioned man. 


This is, course, only the baldest summary novel 
populated host people all ranks and condi- 
tions, whose scenes move from ballrooms factories, 
from battlefields street barricades, from season 
season city and countryside. The action 
cated, though people who meet early one another 
situation neighborhood meet again fortuitously later 
interweave the fabric their lives, their destinies. 
And always there talk; strangers who have never met 
before are soon involved philosophic discussions 
political argument. Yuri himself inveterate talker, 
and given plenty opportunity reveal the way 
feels about don’t know movement more 
self-centered and further removed from facts”; think 
nothing can gained brute force. People must 
drawn the good goodness.” deeply sensitive 
the manifestations nature—the snow rowan 
tree, the call birds spring grove, the welling 
waters from springs, the graceful arching birches, the 
sound sleet window panes. the indomitable 
homme bonne volonte, and the author seems see 
him, not projection himself, least the hope 
salvation for Russia. 


Boris Pasternak has been one Russia’s leading poets, 
though little has been heard from him for some quarter- 
Noted for his masterly translations 
eight plays Shakespeare, has been spared the fate 
many who hold his views. During the brief period 
relaxation after the death Stalin, this novel was 
passed for publication the governmental censorship 
bureau; but was later banned for publication because 
the anti-Marxist sentiments contains. the in- 
terim, however, Pasternak has arranged for publication 
Italy the house Felletrini. His Italian publisher 
refused return the manuscript, ostensibly for correc- 
tions, and spite pressure from the Italian com- 
munists, printed it. This translation Max Hayward 
and Manya Harari probably accurate and idiomatic 
and its publication English has been hailed with 
great deal acclaim. Certainly, Doctor Zhivago 
symptomatic trend among the Russian people, there 
reason hope. Zhivago Christian, religious and 
aware divine law and providence. the other 
hand, Pasternak may defend himself from his censorious 
accusers home insisting his hero, defeated 
the end, representative only doomed and 
dying, not already dead, reactionism. 


any event, this big novel; time will tell whether 
must rate great. will reward reading, though 
will take time and attention read with profit. 
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Marquand, John Women and Thomas Harrow 
Little, Brown. Sept. 497p. $4.75. (Ila) 


The appearance new novel Mr. Marquand 
event awaited with anticipatory pleasure. One 
feels sure that the book will masterly craftsman- 
ship, literate, urbane, even philosophical, marred 
lapses from good taste; and one has not yet been 
disappointed. one who feels that Mr. Marquand 
easily one the few top-notch, and even the best 
practitioner the art fiction the United States, 
afraid that number critics reviewers, (if 
there difference practically), will apt shrug 
off his new novel simply expert piece crafts- 
manship and hint that the master craftsman has sim- 
ply turned out another exquisitely turned replica his 
previous novels, changing only the milieu and the de- 
tails character while following 
true formula. Such judgment would be, feel, 
gross injustice the author albeit the technique 
organizing his story material basically similar that 
which has been perfecting since first successfully 
employed The Late George Apley and most not- 
ably Point Return. That author should 
continue write about the kind people knows 
not reprehensible, either; not if, doing so, has 
something importance say about them which will 
expose something our hidden selves our con- 
scious awareness that will make think, and think 
more than ordinarily seriously about our own attitudes 
and philosophies. convinced that Women and 
Thomas Harrow has something deeper significance 
than merely tell the story Thomas Harrow’s three 
marriages. That Mr. Marquand, through his latest 
novel making valid and important comment 
our society anything the less accomplished and more 
vociferous, and vulgar, writers say, often much too 
blatantly. 


Thomas Harrow endowed with all the graces and 
good fortunes that, you will pardon the expression, 
the average Protestant (and other) white American 
old and respected New England family; endowed 
with some wealth not great deal the beginning; 
has been schooled the best prep schools and uni- 
versities; good looking, charming; writes play 
that hit immediately and goes writing hit after 
hit, most them taken from Broadway for filming 
Hollywood. What’s more, marries very beau- 
tiful girl, who grows more beautiful and talented and 
has special affinity for wealthy brokers and bankers 
who all are pleased help the charming Harrows 
husband their income. brief, Thomas Harrow 
one those golden lads Shakespeare sang about; and 
like all the golden lads, must, sometime other 
come dust. And, briefly again, that the story that 
Mr. Marquand tells: how and why Thomas Harrow 
lost, first, his beloved Rhoda; married and divorced, 
great price money, the actress Laura Hopedale; then 
married and grew accustomed and sorry for another 
actress, The money made easily and 
spent satisfactorily furnishings and food and 
wines and trips abroad, was not money foolishly spent; 
was the money invested his ill-fated production 
costume musical that swept away when his 
notes are called and foresees having sacrifice his 
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house, his car, his apartment town not completely 
everything; but the large cushion security which 
his wife Edith had counted. And realizes, too, 
this juncture that has never loved any the women 
knew save his first wife who, despairing finding 
security with him, divorced him while was quixo- 
tically serving overseas World War II, marry the 
enormously wealthy Presley Brake. His discovery that 
she had regretted her decision does not help matters. 
then too late. Other people are involved and are 
not fault and ought not hurt. What the moral 
this eminently readable novel may be, the reader 
may judge variously: the futility divorce? the emp- 
tiness philosophy life that aims only material 
security? the ineptitude the deliberately tolerant 
Perhaps all three and more. 


always, Mr. Marquand writes trenchantly and quot- 
ably. His characterization the new buildings New 
York, Rockefeller Center “brash rather than 
beautiful,” the new type people New York 
“disparate and desperate” are but niggling samples 
mastery phrase that constantly delights. Dignity 
and decency the writing fiction seems dis- 
appearing tidal flood vulgarity. That makes Mr. 
Marquand all the more one cherished; and 
only his own particular milieu, towers above the 
flood and will probably outlast many shift tides. 


Grady, S.J. 


Ulman, James Ramsey The Day Fire 
World. Sept. 22,1958. $5.95. (III) 

the angry young men, the unedited generation, and 
the purveyors what Randall Jarrell calls Instant 
Literature—short, easy, instantly recognizable—should 
added the Cult Overemphasis fourth school 
technique modern fiction. James Ullman’s new 
book qualifies him for this group, whose stories achieve 
their central impression interminable series 
shocking repetitions that give the reader credit for 
understanding suggestion recognizing pattern from 
sample. Instead must given the whole bolt 
cloth: yard after yard fully displayed all its garish 
repulsiveness. The method, course, achieves its 
effect, even though not economically, and The Day 
Fire shows that unconscionable length need not 
destroy interest sincerity. 


The novel based the life Jean-Nicholas-Arthur 
Rimbaud, forerunner the French symbolists, whose 
perverse genius burned itself out within four years 
incredibly perverted debauchery and was then wasted 
tramp-like existence that spread across Europe, 
Asia, and Africa. Ullman has personally tracked after 
Rimbaud and has conjecturally filled the years 
lacunae when the rebellious poet was wallowing the 
gutter; also makes elaborate effort probe the 
strange psychology mind capable once the 
highest idealism and the grossest animalism; creating 
literary beauty while revelling moral garbage and 
physical filth; embracing depravity and regarding 
courageous virtue. 

the age fifteen, poetically precocious Claude 


Morel (Rimbaud) rejects the provincialism his native 
Cambon the Ardennes, and escape the tyranny 
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parsimonious, widowed mother flees Paris. There 
enters dissolute life with Maurice Druard 
laine). homosexual relationship the two poets 
spend their nights the cafés drunk with absinthe 
and their days writing poetry garrets under the 
ence hashish. Even beautiful Germaine Lautier, 
who openly professes her love, cannot win Claude from 
the wild, iconoclastic, boorish savagery has set for 
himself: hates women, dogma, religious cults; sneers 
love, convention, virtue; loves solitude, writing, and 
his reputation enfant terrible. 


One the pair’s besotted escapades ends London, 
where quarrel over Druard’s reviving respectability 
separates the poets, sending Druard jail and Claude 
back Cambon. Then ensue return Paris, an- 
other rejection Germaine, tutoring Switzerland, 
and flight throughout southern France 
escape French military service. now Claude has 
given drugs and drink, but physical rehabilitation 
comes the cost poetic inspiration. Unable re- 
vive his writing find life worth living, enlists 
the Dutch army for service Java. This interlude 
ends desertion enforced insubordinate protest 
against ill treatment the natives, and stowaway 
eventually gets back Europe. 


another long vagabondage that stretches through 
Scotland, France, Spain, Sweden, Algiers, Italy, and 
Egypt, becomes circus barker, perfume salesman, 
manure-raker, prison clerk, and farmer. The last occu- 
pation brings some peace, and resolves settle 
down with Germaine the farm his mother has long 
wanted. Paris, though, the plan founders when 
finds that Germaine, abandoning hope, has married his 
old teacher, Chariol. 


Part another travelogue but with less the earlier 
dissipation. Claude’s wanderings take him Aden 
and thence Harar, where with industrious sobriety 
becomes prosperous merchant. This brief idyl 
brings marriage without vows native, Nagunda, 
the friendship missionary Father Lutz, and the de- 
voted worship the boy Vayu. closes, however, 
with the slaughter wife and priest Arab con- 
querors, and Aden Claude slips back into the 
livion drink. From this Vayu rescues him, and the 
two make their way Abyssinia gun-running 
expedition. There Vayu meets and marries Biri while 
Claude earns the esteem King Menelik, becomes 
minister education, and devotes himself teaching. 


News that Chariol has died decides Claude return 
France, marry Germaine, and bring her live with 
him the new capital Addis Ababa. Marseilles, 
however, old leg injury necessitates amputation; in- 
fection and paralysis ensue. ever seeing Ger- 
maine, but thinking her and the mother once 
scorned, after confessing priest dies. 


The whole story surrounded plethora Freu- 
dian dream-psychology that tries, with 
success, expose the vagaries enigmatic person- 
ality and thrives hallucinations introspective 
morbidities. The later chapters, especially those with 
Father Lutz analyst, attempt kind 
Heaven symbolism: Claude fleeing successively from 
women, men, and God; believing only his own self- 
sufficiency, searching for self-knowledge 
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means contentment. But turning from life and 
love has turned also from “the source love that 


God Himself.” 


This effort unifying theme, however, rather arti- 
imposed and remains steadily unconvincing; 
even his deathbed Extreme Unction seems Claude 
empty ritual. The conclusion consequently leaves 
him explained only inexplicable conundrum. His 
few years literary creativity, reported great detail, 
are crammed with adventure, exotic settings, and 
episodic crises that the chapters hold certain fascina- 
tion despite their undue length, wearisome psychologiz- 
ing, and straining credibility. means, though, 
are they proper fare for any but sophisticated adult 


readers. 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 


John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Lederer, William and Eugene Burdick 
The Ugly American 
Norton. Oct. 285p. $3.75. 
(Book-of-the-Month Club Choice—October 


Writing about fictional Sarkhan southeast Asia, the 
authors people their book with the Americans who 
went there and the impressions they made upon the 
native peoples. One may quite sure that this book 
will not approved the State Department. The 
chapters are loosely connected but the central char- 
acters each one explain American success failure. 
For example, the first chapter entitled, “Lucky, 
Lucky 1,” learn Louis Sears, American Ambas- 
sador Sarkhan, post for which was unprepared. 
did not know the language the people; knew 
nothing their customs. insulated himself from 
all who could not speak English and therefore dealt 
only with the well-to-do classes. the other hand, 
Louis Krupitzyn, the Russian Ambassador described 
the second chaper, “Lucky, Lucky knew the lan- 
guage the Sarkhanese, was well informed concerning 
their customs, mixed with all classes and made 
appear that was friend the masses. Needless 
say, was much more effective than was Sears. 
The latter was merely marking time diplomat 
until judgeship was made available him. 


Sears was succeeded Gilbert MacWhite, profes- 
sional foreign service officer, who unfortunately was 
also ignorant the language and customs the Sark- 
hanese but who was least willing learn. There 
were some Americans, however, who did live with the 
native population. Father Finian, the Jesuit who came 
Sarkhan fight Communism the village level 
was one them. earned the confidence the 
common people sharing all their problems with 
them. did not convey the impression that white 
man was necessarily superior colored man. The 
chapter Father Finian, entitled “Nine Friends,” 
one the best the book. 


Another good American representative was John Col- 
vin, but even his efforts were for long time frustrated 
his former friend, Deong, who became ardent 
Communist. The chapters concerned with the Ameri- 
can major, Tex Wolchek, are excellent accounts 
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warfare, Communist style. One understands why the 
French were beaten Dien Bien Phu after reading 
the Communist methods, they were 
treacherous and uncivilized. The “Ugly 
homely Homer Atkins, the rich American engineer 
who went Sarkhan simply help the people there 
reach higher standard living. was unconcerned 
with new roads and expensive dams but did show 
the people how build cheap but efficient pumps for 
raising water from one level another their rice 
terraces. 


The authors believe that Americans like Father Finian 
and John Colvin and Homer Atkins are great assets but 
their number very small. Most American foreign 
service officials seem unable help stemming the 
swelling tide Communism, which has engulfed 
700,000,000 people and added 5,000,000 square miles 
its land area since the end World War II. The 
authors believe that time that someone told 
Americans why are losing Communism Asia. 
This book seems have succeeded that effort. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D. 


Treece, Henry Red Queen, White Queen 
Random House. Sept. 29, 1958. 243p. $3.95. (Ila) 
Britain the time Nero the setting for this exciting 
historical novel, which tells the rebellion against 
Roman authority led Boudicca, Queen the Iceni. 
This Celtic tribe, which lived present-day East 
Anglia, was peacefully adapting itself the new 
Roman way life when taxcollectors, acting orders 
from the Emperor himself, brutally mistreated the 
Queen and her two daughters. once, Celtic hearts 
were roused fever pitch resentment against for- 
eign rule. Boudicca and her followers joined with 
nearby tribes overpower many thinly-held garrison 
towns. They burnt Londinium (the future London) 
the ground and cruelly puts its 70,000 inhabitants 
the sword. 

telling Boudicca’s uprising, the author focuses 
attention his hero, manly young decurion named 
Gemellus Ennius. Fresh from service the Roman 
Army the Rhine, Gemellus commits breach 
military discipline shortly after his arrival Glevum, 
headquarters for the Second Legion. punishment, 
ordered perform dangerous mission the 
assassination Queen Boudicca. Gemellus’ teammate 
this difficult undertaking his half-brother Duatha, 
who more Celt than Roman. The two young 
men make their way secret across the war-torn land, 
meeting route British princess, Eithne, who wins 
the Roman’s heart. Disguised Greek physician, 
Gemellus reaches the camp Boudicca, but fails 
kill her. Seriously wounded, escapes into the forest. 


The book reaches its climax lively description 
the Battle Morrigu Wood, where the Celtic tribes are 
utterly routed the Romans, and Boudicca takes 
poison. But the end Gemellus and Eithne are united 
and live happily ever after. 

The author succeeds rather well re-creating the 
atmosphere long-ago Roman province rent war 
and intrigue. brings out well the contrasting tem- 
peraments the disciplined Romans and semi-barbaric 
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Celts. is, however, less skillful handling details 
his plot, which becomes unconvincing times. 
Recommended adult readers only because some 
rather “free” passages. 
Robert Cunningham, 
Maryknoll Publications, 
Maryknoll, New York 


Nathan, Robert Love Returns 
Knopf. Sept. 22,1958. 214p. $3.50. 

slim novel, elegantly printed and bound, this 
exquisitely written variation the age-old Undine 
theme, set rather lonely stretch the southern 
California coast, with the brooding Pacific always 
the background. writer, bereft beloved wife, 
left with the responsibility bringing his daughter 
Trisha and the younger son, Chris, doing his best 
earn and good father scantily furnished house 
the sea. strange young woman saves Chris from 
the sea and disappears before the distracted father, who 
tells this story, can thank her. Eventually finds 
her—and she disturbingly vague about her habitat, 
mystically sea-colored and able the waters. But, 
eventually, she joins him and sets up, with his help 
nearby cottage. idyll ensues. But ends, with 
note that seems indicate that the lady 
from the sea, Kathleen, representative the dead 
Trina: that love extends beyond the beyond into the 
here. Deftly and delicately done, this good tale 
Robert Natthan has ever spun, and that should 
sufficient recommendation for any reader. 


Plagemann, Bentz The Steel Cocoon 
Viking. 246p. $3.75. (IV) 

day when has become the fashion poke fun 
the military via the motion pictures, the theatre and 
re-runs, perhaps hopeful find one thought- 
ful novel about dated aspect our Navy. Bentz 
Plagemann, who became minor literary success with 
the comedic This Goggle, now attempts become 
serious writer, with capital The Steel Cocoon. 


The title, you may easily guess, obvious attempt 
portray the chrysalis aspect Navy destroyer 
completes its shakedown cruise the Atlantic waters, 
and later distinguishes itself Pacific warfare. The 
framework the easily readable novel one flash- 
back. The amazement the experiences pharma- 
cist’s mate contrasted with the bored existence 
chief petty officer. Here have growth and aware- 
ness living, paralleled the gradual disintegration 
the “old hand.” The planes this existence finally 
meet disaster third member the crew the 
cocoon. And the responsibility, the author underlines, 
belongs both. 


The characterizations this group average officers 
and men just that. Story-wise, the emergence 
individuals comprise team, interestingly plotted, 
but without any memorable delineations. special 
interest for some will the Medical Corps back- 
ground, little-explored scene naval activity. Since 
this aspect figures the author’s war service, 
knowingly depicted but angled. 


Nathan Plagemann Aldridge Carson 


SELLERs 


The author has chosen depict his experiences among 
more barracks room sidelights, well seamy “leave” 
experiences the tyros with some heart and affection 
but, unfortunately, over-all clinical approbation, 
Since the language frame reference distinctly 
scatological, could hardly recommended the 


discriminating reader. 
Judson LaHaye, 
Montebello, California 


Aldridge, James Wish Would Not Die 
Doubleday. Sept. 235p. $3.50. (IIb) 


have here two stories: “Some Best Friends 
are Englishmen” (44 pages) and “But Wish 
Would Not Die” (177 pages), neither which extol 
the British heritage. the first, are informed 
the devotion between two aviators, Englishman and 
Egyptian, whose friendship delineated against 
backdrop war and intrigue. Jefferson, the English- 
man, marries school teacher whom see briefly 
two pages. Later, marries Egyptian Jewess who 
has sex appeal. The Egyptian pilot dies, never living 
long enough fly jet. Why that point brought 
out left the reader. Symbolism hinted 
this ineffectual “story,” but nothing jells into 
cance. Succinctly, the few characters are cold crea- 
tures who never liven into real people. The author 
has obviously mastered his background material, but 
fails let see his characters clearly. 


The second story connected with the first the 
sense that concerns the Egyptian desert, with Rom- 
mel the Fox waiting the background. Here the story 
about Scott, another Englishman, who must 
through things all the way, just for the sake com- 
pleting them. must revenge the 
blunder General Church, though Scott himself 
not entirely above suspicion minor blunderer. 
exposing the bloody blunders the General, Scott 
unwittingly must wait, calm and organized, like Rom- 
mel the background. When the chance comes for 
Scott pawn Church what might turn out 
another major blunder, stands for his own 
integrity, and, ironic finish, comes end that 
unfinished. 


Amid the plot and the sub-plots “But Wish 
Would Not Die” few women come and with 
their wares. The writing hard and mature, and, 
like the first story, the effects are cold. The reader 
never quite warms any the characters. 
leave the reader bored embalm the novel. 


Arthur MacGillivray, 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Carson, Robert 
Holt. Sept. 22,1958. 438p. $4.95. (IIb) 


Christopher (later Kit) McClaren signs movie con- 
tract. Handsome, sensitive, and polished, McClaren 
meets with little success until meets publicist Deane 
Gregory. and she fall love, marry, and through 
her publicity and management tactics becomes 
star. The McClaren marriage eventually ends, how- 
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ever, because Deane too domineering and because 
they both resent their mutual agreement obtain 
important part for Kit surrendering him 
nymphomaniac movie siren. 


After time Lauris Lane, one the reigning movie 
queens, becomes Kit’s neurotic and 
hypochondriac beauty, wishes “mother” Kit even 
though not particularly fond her. order 
revive his sagging career Kit agrees the studio’s 
instigation marry Lauris since she his studio’s big- 
gest star and will not work unless marries her. After 
the marriage Kit learns that she intends manipulate 
him into complete nonentity. deserts Lauris and 
buys small ranch. Deane arranges comeback for 
him, and Kit becomes Academy Award possibility. 
Deane and Kit are remarried, and the end the 
novel they are being interviewed tele- 
vision program. Murrow-like master 
ceremonies portrays Kit and Deane idealistic, 
happy, and stable family. 


This novel begins extremely slowly. For the first one 
hundred and fifty pages the author drags out the dia- 
logue, describes the obvious and relates common infor- 
mation. During this period the reader must force him- 
self read strong effort, but perseverance 
eventually rewarded. Kit meets success and then 
later begins lose it, his plight painted inter- 
esting fashion. author reveals the shams and 
hypocrisies movie making; the scheming agents, 
the machinations studio bigwigs, the egocentric ruth- 
lessness actors and actresses, the compromising 
and neglect moral standards. The reader thus 
treated, Hollywood would doubtless advertise it, 
“searing portrait which rips the fagade from world 
glamour.” This story has affinities with such excel- 
lent movies Sunset Boulevard, Star Born, and 
The Goddess; properly cut and handled Love Affair 
itself could become significant movie. 


The picture Hollywood’s attitude toward morality 
disturbing. The author, however, not compli- 
credit his vision that intensely arouses the 
reader’s aversion such goings-on. Undoubtedly, 
though, the author remiss obviously enjoying the 
Deane Gregory. 


Barring the first one hundred and fifty pages so, this 
novel entertaining and compelling. demonstrates, 
among other things, that Evelyn Waugh’s Loved One 
not fantastic might first seem. Adults 
with strong stomachs will moved Mr. Carson’s 
tale Hollywood nightmare. 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Keasler, John Surrounded Three Sides 
Lippincott. Sept. 5,1958. 219p. $3.75. (IIb) 

opened this first novel—after reading the publisher’s 
blurb the jacket—with the intention “making 
recce” explore its potentialities. the capsule 
outline the plot, Madison Avenue P.R. man, Paul 
Higgins, chucks the exurbanite rat race find happi- 
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“that” novel) the prospects looked apparently dismal. 


What didn’t reckon on—and delighted pro- 
claim—is that John Keasler has written acidic and 
satirical farce that deserves very favorable comparison 
with Thurber his best. Because this high praise, 
indeed, some justification seems called for. 

First: The author has taken what has become pro- 
saically dull plot the hands some half-baked self- 
appointed critics our social scene and wrung inside 
out while exposing searing blowtorch ridicule 
and buffoonery (from that mixed metaphor: 
knots?). 

Second: The raucous and rowdy burlesque situations 
which his characters find themselves made laugh 
aloud, with tears running down cheeks. And these 
were skillfully done without the heavy, ham-handed 
humor Max Shulman; deliberate “reaching” 
for comic effect but effectively flowing from the con- 
tinuity the plot action. 

Third: brittle and precise style completely har- 
mony with the tone the author’s intention: prick 
the bubbles modern America’s middle-class empty 
pretensions e.g., the pointless superior attitude tour- 
ists natives; the ruthless and mercenary exploitation 
the muddle-minded seekers the materialist dream 
glittering juke-box world. 


Fourth: delightful collection characters odd 
ball those relatives Charley Weaver from Mount 
Idy. There’s Cliff Tipton (Hemingway done 
turn!), misogynistic literary figure who dislikes auto- 
graph seekers and all that their behavior reflects; Har- 
rington Space, owner string Florida newspapers, 
whose cunning matched his enormous lack per- 
ception; Art Rodes, articulate public relations man 
whose great challenge job; there’s 
Hippo Hannegan, trainer dancing bears and Abomin- 
able Snowmen; there’s Jerry Space, skirt-chasing news- 
paperman, lizard lover; and many more who surround 
Paul Higgins three sides. 

you’re thinking this review not going give away 
more the plot, you’re absolutely right! Mr. Keasler 
deserves the royalties from the multiple sales his 
novel that, maybe can depart his current job 
newspaper St. Louis and hie away, like his hero 
(Paul Higgins) create equally hilarious and enter- 
taining work. But one admonition: several instances 
the humor bawdily questionable and the entire pro- 
duction strictly for adults who like acerbic humor. 

John Coppinger, 
Elmhurst, Illinois 


Foreman, Robert The Hot Half Hour 
Criterion. Sept. 26,1958. 190p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Topical yesterday’s headlines about fixing the 
quizzes, this hurried, not altogether expert tale 
the launching and languishing give-away quiz 
show called the “Put-’n-Take Quiz.” Roger Norden 
(aren’t they all) advertising firm sells fashion firm, 
which seems oh-so-faintly caricature certain 
real-to-goodness cosmetic firm, quiz show that 
“has everything” condition can ease them out 
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low-rating Melodrama Theater show which they 
are committed. Our hero not only works this small 
miracle skullduggery, but also gets his lady-friend 
the fashion firm’s payroll leading role the lady 
who says the commercials the show. also 
has some casually adulterous relations with her the 
process, but course they really love each other. 
Then, the whole thing blows their faces and 
spite everything Roger still aces-high his firm 
and there are hard feelings all round. Slight and 
topical about sums up. The author, who the 
business himself, must have had hot tip get this 
written time match the news-headlines. Betcha 
makes into movie. 


Gann, Ernest The Trouble with Lazy Ethel 
Sloane. Sept. 24,1958. 320p. $3.95. (Ila) 


atoll the South Pacific provides the setting for 
this well plotted novel. The United States government 
preparing for series atomic tests sends Nikki 
Atoll assorted collection technicians, specialists, 
workmen, bureaucrats—and, governor the atoll, 
Brigadier General Herbert Zebulon Pike, U.S.A. (Ret.). 
Pike the possessor the most undistinguished record 
ever compiled general officer the United States 
military history. also possesses alcoholic wife, 
and devotion military discipline which attempts 
carry over into civilian life, with disastrous results. 
Among his “subjects” the atoll are two charmingly 
ordinary people: Margaret Trumpey, 
machine operator; and Adam Smith, meteorologist. 
They fall love but are too shy admit the fact 
each other. Out sheer boredom Smith invents 
tropical storm which nicknames “Lazy Ethel.” 
correspondent from one the great news collecting 
agencies sees the map indicating the “progress” the 
non-existent storm and sends out the news the out- 
side world. would spoil the fun the book con- 
tinue with plot summary; suffice say that the 
storm proves very real indeed; that Brigadier 
General Herbert Zebulon Pike proves pretty 
capable guy after all; and that Margaret and Adam 
finally get around declaring their love for each 
other. The conclusion little too pat, little too 
neatly contrived; but most readers will find The 
Trouble With Ethel first class entertainment. 


There something more Mr. Gann’s novel than 
well told story and some racy humor, however; the 
contrast between the atoll’s native population,—simple, 
kindly, true children the American 
representatives “civilization” nicely developed and 
not favor the “civilized” either. the sub- 
ject unlimited atomic experiments the author also 
has some rather obvious and rather worthwhile com- 
ments. There food for thought here although the 
reader may may not agree with Gann’s position. 


Some the humor the book frankly vulgar; 
not mean obscene. Adults should enjoy this one, but 
great shakes novel, nor, think, does the 
author intend anything more than readable 


tale. 
Stephen Ryan, Ph.D., 
Xavier University, 
Chicago, 


Gann Daly Erdman 


Best SELLERs 


Daly, Edwin Legacy Love 
Scribner. Sept. 29, 1958. 310p. $3.95. (IIb) 

Having discarded the dust-jacket and settled down for 
hopeful evening’s reading, was not long before the 
reviewer found himself conscious most unpleasant 
fact. Legacy Love seemed reveal itself the 
immature attempt semi-sophisticate capture the 
experience young debutante’s summer home 
the mid-west. quick reference the waste-basket 
unfortunately confirmed the suspicion. Despite the 
hope and sporting spirit with which turn the 
younger generation for new directions fresher 
achievements, Mr. Edwin Daly’s Legacy Love 
great disappointment. 


The plot would hardly afford material for good short 
story. The sequence events wherein the heroine’s 
father turns out the paramour 
mother subtly conceived but amateurishly executed. 
The counter-march which the heroine turns from 
her hometown beau his friend from the big city, 
thereby courting disgrace for herself and tragedy for 
the two young men, just simply does not carry con- 
viction nor adapt itself the necessities verisimili- 
tude. 

The reason for this is, course, the failure the 
characters come life. The author obviously in- 
tended depict Susie Churchill innocently sensuous 
and emotionally complicated. succeeds making 
her paper-thin and almost simple-minded. Bud Mas- 
ters, the juvenile hero (?), slam-bangs his way through 
the sequence events, never quite achieving the status 
human being. And Phil Doyle, the sophisticated 
cityite suffering from secret heart ailment, mawkish. 
The closest approximation personality the book 
the girl’s school-teacher father. But never gets 
beyond the approximation. 
While the human values with which the book con- 
cerned are real enough, the sequence events neither 
shocks its realism, nor entices its subtleties, nor 
entertains its humaneness. Although decent reti- 
cence observed handling the moral lapses involved 
the plot, there attempt deal with the moral 
problems obviously underlying the complications. Cer- 
tainly the cry anguish that serves for moral crisis 
the part Susie Churchill would hardly credit 
eight-year-old. 

Despite scenic descriptions value, 
kaleidoscopic revelation the post-adolescent mind, 
and learned gimmick two with bow 
garde and existentialism, this poor exxcuse for 


novel. 
Francis Murphy, C.SS.R., Ph.D., 
New York, New York 


Erdman, Loula Grace The Short Summer 
Dodd, Meade. 304p. $3.95. 


The author The Far Journey writes dramatic story 
about how the events Europe the summer 1914 
changed the lives family small Missouri town. 


The Short Summer warm, down-to-earth novel. 
The author, effect, reveals how the lives people 
this complacent midwestern town were shaken 
events Europe the summer 1914. The lives 
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the Gregory family were abruptly changed after this 
summer was over; nothing would ever the same 
again. 

Margie, young girl love with Scott Montgomery 
who had asked her wait for his return from the war; 
Tony, her brother, with humility and determination, 
tries win back Susan Thorpe, after summer 
romance with Alicia Hunsgate, the town’s flapper; 
Cousin Rosamund, beautiful but naive, upset the pat- 
tern their lives when she married the hired man, 
Urcel Byars; Cousin Buford was sent military school 
after getting into serious trouble his father’s bank; 
and the grandmother, wise old Miss Bea, when Scott 
Montgomery, said “Long ago knew someone who 
looked much you now”. Miss Bea had been 
love with young man more than fifty years before; 
that summer, too, was short summer. 


me, the most memorable parts the novel were 
the family reunions, the church activities, the chautau- 
quas, the band concerts, and the usual summer ro- 
mances. The Short Summer excellent description 
activities small community. Light reading and 
quite suitable for high school and first year college level. 


Nina Fields, 
Hyattsville, Maryland 


Golon, Sergeanne (Translated Rita 
Angélique 
Lippincott. Sept. 24,1958. 890p. $5.95. (IV) 
Edmund Fuller considers some minority opinions 
contemporary American writing 
series articles Man Modern Fiction. Possibly 
some American writers have taken French novelists for 
their models and this itself would provide more 
complete exploration than Fuller has given us. The 
female zombie that finds some American novels 
and plays would recognize with despatch 
Angélique who the age eight and after just four 
pages this narrative already speculating the 
amorous behavior her nurse Nounou the straw 
with the bandits the neighborhood. Daughter 
the Baron Sancé Monteloup and family 
that was fast losing its dignity through poverty and 
want, Angélique from the outset the unihibited girl 
off early dawn with flying hair and “hardly 
more clothes than peasant-wench: shirt, 
bodice and faded petticoat.” her two sisters, 
Hortense and Madelon, she entertained the world 
drama and fairy-tales, passion and dreams which 
had gone into the making the ancient spirit her 
land forests and marshes that open like 
gulf onto the warm ocean winds. 


should not difficult for Hollywood find the 
proper cast for many the characters this sprawling 
historical novel France. The sensual nurse Nounou, 
whose veins flowed little the Moorish blood 
which the Arabs the eleventh century had brought 
tight the confines Poitou ,revels telling 
the young children the loss her virginity. the 
sultry summer 1648 when the poor people the 
countryside are enraged the new taxes that have 
been levied, they not stop killing the agents and 
tax-collectors with their sickles. The disbanded sol- 
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diers and brigands sack the village ,burn houses, invade 
the churches and steal the sacred vessels. Amidst all 
the talk after the raid Angélique listens attentively 
the account the women who have been violated and 
the property that has been plundered. Her sensitivity 
stimulated every word and detail the experi- 
ences and her desires are awakened early life 
erotic adventure. The female zombie Fuller who 
“made for love” (p. 182, 226, 334) Angélique through 
these 890 pages unrelieved Gallican libido. When 
still young she likes think the men along the coast 
who “were red fire striped like young wild boar.” 
(p. 38). Her curiosity rampant until she learns the 
meaning the caudle custom marriage (p. 48); she 
starts speculation the significance husband and 
the advanced age twelve realizes the awakened 
sensitivity young boy placing yellow primroses into 
the opening her bodice (p. 49). 


this maturation process she assisted the inept 
and rough handling Valentine (p. 52) and Nicholas 
(p. 53) well the unrestrained observations 
her father, the Baron, who refuses interfere with 
his son’s affections for the waist the prettiest wench 
because was happy see the thin, pale college 
boy recovering fresh color and healthier ideas the 
arms Mother Nature” (Josselin, the lad, had just 
returned from the Augustinian school because his 
impecunious parents). his age, the Baron had long 
since “tossed sturdy shepherdlass from neighboring 
village the hay.” (p. 51). are advised that the 
missionaries Monsieur Vincent Paul “go out into 
the countryside groups three, preaching and 
teaching the village priests not start Mass with 
Paternoster and not lie with their servant-girls.” 
(p. 64). 

This period the history France during the time 
Louis XIII and Cardinal Mazarin was undoubtedly 
unhappy both for the French poor and also for the 
Church but fiction has even added the picture and 
made more ugly, almost caricature. The reader 
almost becomes lost the dozens personalities 
meets these 900 pages and marvels the ingenuity 
the writers, husband and wife venture, keeping 
them properly ubicated. Their problem would have 
been reduced novel half the size and half the 
sensational erotica. But would Hollywood inter- 
ested something small 450 pages and possibly 
only characters? 

The background for all this steamy adventuring 
Angélique France emerging bled white from civil 
war the course which six armies had trampled her 
soul, seeking and not always finding one another. The 
young King Louis XIV returns victoriously his great 
capitol when Angélique just which time she 
learns the death her mother and the entrance 
Raymond, her brother, into the Jesuits. She herself 
has been placed convent school the Ursuliness 
but this does not prevent her from permitting herself 
awakened young page whose designs edu- 
cating her further the art love pulpit floor 
are interrupted intrusive old priest (p. 111). 
The dialogue this scene and others through the novel 
strikes one embarrassingly unrealistic and strained 
(p. 111-114). Soon Angélique advised that she must 
return home because wealthy husband, the Comte 
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Peyran, has been found for this accomplished lady. 
The prospect marriage does not deter her from ac- 
cepting the caresses the groom, broad-shouldered 
Hercules whose brown locks hair fell over dark eyes 
that glowed with familiar malice.” (p. 125). “She 
felt his hot breath with its tang cider her cheek 
never had Angélique sensed strongly the attrac- 
tion the this was something powerful and 
hard, old the world, the earth, the storm.” 


(p. 137). 


These descriptions are representative what follows 
and they sicken before the reader has gone much 
farther. “She did not know that man’s lips could 
such petal-like freshness, meltingly tender. 
muscular arm was gripping her but the mouth was still 
breathing charming words, and this charm and strength 
swept Angélique away whirlwind which she 
tried vainly recapture her reason,” (p. 181). These 
passages and on, (p. 182, 226, 230, 261, 284, 329, 
446, 576, 584, 624, 660, 670, 694, 785, 876), and 
through all these experiences Angélique emerges the 
real wanton zombie, the woman who was made for 
“love” and for Hollywood. found the writing un- 
disciplined and unreal many places, the characters 
repellent and many them degenerate, the erotic ad- 
ventures magnified and multiplied out all propor- 
tion the story. This novel cruelty, lust, rape, 
plague, wars, and there need defend the 
grounds its remarkable symbolism the compassion 
that stimulates the reader. Not recommended 


any reader. 
Thomas Wassmer, S.J., Ph.., 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Goertz, Arthémise Dream Fuji 

Dream Fuji fourth novel Arthémise Goertz) 
good story Americans Japan during 1941-1943 
and the Japanese treatment these enemy aliens. 
Like Janet Shaw, the leading character, novelist Goertz 
herself underwent and almost succumbed the suffer- 
ings incident the early war years. 


However, the heroine holds resentment only toward 
the Japanese military regime. The Japanese people 
are shown supremely fair towards the Americans,— 
striking contrast American treatment our own 
naturalized Japanese. 


Part The story begins Tokyo the day the 
Pearl Harbor attack. Janet Shaw the American 
Club, waiting meet Dick Cameron, the editor 
liberal daily. This young crusader for liberty speech 
intrigues Janet man and frightens her his prin- 
ciples. 

the other hand she attracted the mature 
charm and conservativeness Swiss Legation attaché, 
Dr. Eric Strohm, (aged thirty-nine). fact, the two 
would have been married Christmas Day, 1941, but 
for accident. Shortly thereafter Janet, meeting Dick 
his release from prison, realizes that she loves him. 


this part very definite sub-plot the love affair 
Baron Méida and Victoria Trent, Eurasian, whom 
the Baron must forego marrying favor Japanese 


Gordimer 


Best 


noblewoman), with whom Janet boarded until the 
household moved the police Mrs. 


Part Mrs. Crump’s house under the supervision 
police Lieutenant Oda, who lives the grounds, 
Luckily Dr. Saito’s hospital next door enables Dick and 
Janet meet and declare their love. Asa-ko, daughter 
the Doctor had previously fallen love with Dick 
and would have married him had not Janet entered 
into the picture. 


The police allow Janet frequently visit Dick 
prison, because they realize that she will, her 
tion towards him, try influence him collaborate 
with the Japanese. Dick seemingly consents but 
public radio talk flouts the tenets dictatorship. 
thrown into the worst prison. And Janet, too, 
punished for using the secret passage the hospital. 


cides Switzerland Eric’s wife but changes 
her mind the last minute. She fights with dog 
get hold some garbage for food. She even offers 
broadcast for the Japanese get Dick released, but she 
deserts the way the studio. her return, 
tenant Oda killed fall. There police ques- 
tioning for month. Dick allowed Saito’s hospital 
because sickness. They are allowed marry the 
Swiss Legation, pursuant the policy weakening 
Dick. their first secret meeting Janet becomes preg- 
nant. Janet listed for the last evacuation boat, the 
Teia Maru, and through the intervention Baron 
Dick also makes the passenger list. 


Dream Fuji, the reader enters only into the 
consciousness Janet Shaw, who not woman 
any great passion. result, the novel, though in- 
teresting and times laced with suspense, does not 
fully grip the reader enlist his sympathy. 


The most sympathetic characterization Dick Cam- 
eron’s. Second that comes the interpretation non- 
military Japanese. However, the women are regularly 
delineated better than the men. 


The plot generally well-knit, the worst weakness 
being the ending. There’s unquestioned grace style 
the novel and power the few descriptions given. 
The local color almost every page and sometimes the 
inclusion Japanese words enhance the life the 
novel. Humor, provided mostly O-Tatsu’s English, 
rich though somewhat sparse. The occasional phi- 
losophizing, also rare, fits well. 


The novel definitely vindication the humble, 
patient and peace-loving Japanese people and in- 
dictment the Japanese war-mongers, and 
tion the United States government, which, the 
author makes clear, had three unusual warnings that 
war was imminent. 


Joachim Daleiden, O.F.M. 


Gordimer, Nadine World Strangers 
Simon and Schuster. Sepi. 18, 1958. $3.95. (IIb) 

Toby Hood, young Englishman, the central character 
World Strangers, takes over the management 
the office his uncle’s publishing firm Johannesburg, 
South Africa. The first social contact makes 
with the rich society set whose house parties and hunts 
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are reminiscent the English country life that has 
left. Here meets and falls love with beautiful 
divorcée. then becomes acquainted with group 
“liberals” who entertain without color restrictions. 
forms strong friendship with young colored man 
who, unlike most the others not concerned with 
the racial problem and who earns living shady 
enterprises. 
The conflict being part both these groups 
becomes difficult. keeps his acquaintance with the 
colored secret from Cecil for fear being repulsed. 
His friendship with Steven would threatened 
were known that was part the “High House” 
set. 
Though Toby seems more attracted the life 
the “location” its noisy carousing almost bad 
the life the bored, rich set. 
When returns from hunting trip the bush Toby 
learns that Steven had been killed gangland raid. 
Soon after Cecil announces that she marry rich 
man. 
Miss Gordimer writes the first person, that is, Toby 
the narrator. Sometimes the writing brilliant but 
there are long stretches where events are described 
and characters introduced which seem have 
bearing the story. The novel suitable for adults. 
Anne Moloney, 
Tuckahoe, New York 


Doolaard, The Land Behind God’s Back 
Simon and Schuster. Sept. 30, 1958. 235p. $3.50. 


Legend says that when God had created the earth, 
passed over with three sacks containing earth, seeds 
and stones. Each country received its share these; 
till suddenly the Devil slashed the sack stones. The 
country where they came rattling down called Monte- 
negro today. One part: neglected, poverty-stricken for- 
gotten, often called Land Behind God’s Back.” 
This novel brings Montenegro and its people front 
and center. Den Doolaard, (which means The 
Wanderer), the pseudonym Hollander who has 
spent years the Balkans living the harsh life the 
mountain people his story. The author Orient 
Express and Roll Back the Sea offers this latest novel 
the American public. can recommended for 
adults interested the background one section 
modern Jugoslavia; for those not apt influenced 
toward Communism while sympathizing with suffering 
people. 

The Montenegrins are primitive people. Love wife 
for husband type slavery. are introduced 
into the Crnojevich family their way toward eman- 
cipation from this kind thing. Stojan, husband, 
school teacher. His refined leanings are abhorrent 
his own father—old Sava, 65, and fierce the stony 
hills which nurtured him. fighter 
heroic death resisting invaders, Montenegrins have 
been doing for 400 years, typical the theme the 
book. Sava’s last words: “If there God, won’t 
ask how lived but how died” become final 
testament for the hero this novel—Wolf Crnojevich. 


life represents attempt conquer his people’s 
backward ways with education and training. Wolf be- 


Doolaard Hall 


247 


comes engineer; his dream build bridge which 
will connect his homeland with fuller world. That 
bridge becomes symbolic the book. Its completion 
and then destruction its builder the command 
Communisic leaders, because onrushing Italian forces 
the second world war, argument the mouth 
the hero for fatalism. Before Wolf Crnojevich dies 
partisan hero delivers himself twisted 
philosophy life. Freedom will discussed and 
rejected. offer final spiritual comfort refused. 
“Except for christening I’ve managed get through 
life without priests; and have take the conse- 
fanatic.” 

Eugene Linehan, 

College, 

Woodstock, Maryland 


Hall, Oakley Warlock 


Viking. 471p. $4.95. (III) 


The frontier town near the Mexican border from 
which this long fiction takes its name was plagued 
1880 disgruntled miners and cowboys and 
band lawless cattle rustlers led the ruthless Abe 
McQuown. the failure the deputies 
assigned Warlock the county authorities Bright’s 
City, Citizens’ Committee hires Clay Blaisedell 
town Marshal, solely his fame brave gunman. 
The number murderers Warlock substantially 
reduced during the ensuing few months Blaisedell’s 
two gold-handled six-shooters, and his extra-legal ex- 
ploits greatly improve the position the local deputy. 
Blaisedell’s usefulness Warlock quickly decreases, 
especially after his lusty gambler friend Tom Morgan 
kills McQuown, and after Blaisedell himself humili- 
ated brutal lashing administered the senile and 
paretic General Peach. the close the novel 
Blaisedell deserts Warlock, and all the other partici- 
pants this violent effort establish law have been 
killed. convince the reader that their effort 
was futile, novelist Hall explains his epilogue that 
shortly after these events took place, the mines 
Warlock were closed and the town was suddenly noth- 
ing but ghost. 


Since the violent acts narrated Warlock are almost 
all dramatically presented, are left considerable 
doubt about the motivations the principal charac- 
ters, murderers and deputies, judges and marshals 
alike. Judgment made the more trying because 
rumors and charges are rarely proved disproved; the 
motives Marshal Blaisedell are never clear, and his 
association with Morgan clouds his reputation. The 
objective presentation obliges rely heavily upon 
the journal entries Henry Holmes Goodpasture, 
honest Warlock merchant and member the Citi- 
zens’ Committee. These journal entries, constituting 
about fifth the novel, are interspersed throughout 
the book and record the reactions this conscientious 
citizen the violent proceedings. Besides lending 
authenticity the historical narrative, these chapters 
are intended help the reader judge the events de- 
scribed the text the story. Goodpasture 
quently questions the Committee’s motives 
Blaisedell; concludes that selfishness, not virtue 
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any sort, was crucial: 
label that which another can plainly see 
devilish, ourselves angelic, what another 
greed, ourselves righteousness will forgive 
being ashamed, discountenanced, and insulted; threaten 
property and will never forgive.” Later, con- 
sidering his reaction Blaisedell’s killing Curley 
Burne (“all liked and enjoyed him some de- 
Goodpasture writes: “The earth ugly 
place, senseless, brutal, cruel, and ruthlessly bent only 
upon the destruction men’s souls. The God the 
Old Testament rules world not worth His trouble, 
and more violent, more jealous, more terrible 
with the years. are only those poor, bare, forked 
animals Lear saw upon his dismal heath, pursuit 
death, pursued death.” And beyond death, Good- 
pasture decides, the conclusion Warlock, there 
nothing. After all the attempts bring order War- 
lock, there followed only death: can men live, 
and know that the end they merely die?” 


Save for the excerpts from journal, 
Warlock transcribes the foul language the vicious 
killers. Their speech habitually vulgar, profane, and 
obscene. the last third the novel, the scenes 
from Kate Dollar’s life prostitute (“I’m damned 
ashamed it”) are artistically pointless and 
unnecessarily detailed. But sex seems come 
Oakley Hall afterthought Warlock, pre- 
occupied with hate and revenge, with gambling, 
arson, and murder. Discriminating readers who can 
survive these excesses violence will find Warlock 
realistic western about territorial town where guns 


ruled. 
Joseph Wolff, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Connolly, Myles Three Who Ventured 
Lippincott. Sept. 17,1958. 248p. $3.75. 


Mr. Connolly’s stories generally center about religious 
themes, and these are exception. The three off-beat 
characters who are the “Three Who Ventured” are 
associated the book only according the manner 
which they reacted the demands the virtue 
faith. Dennis the most appealing and sympathetic- 
ally-drawn character but the least credible. young 
parish priest was much given contemplation and 
accordingly spent his days poring over St. John the 
Cross the detriment his parochial duties. His 
frequent visits house ill fame made for the pur- 
pose converting the inmates landed him the 
bishop’s office. The Bishop seemed not know what 
with him and set him adrift. Dennis took 
what employment could find preferring work 
handyman around Carmelite institutions, but when his 
saintliness attracted notice, invariably did, 
quietly moved on. Eventually became bartender 
West Coast café where remained only long 
enough convert the café owner and few patrons. 
died Carmelite monastery. 


Dennis not impossible character but 
extremely unlikely one. For one thing his unsuitability 
for the secular priesthood would have become issue 
long before became priest. For another there 
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Best SELLERs 


the implication that bishops are nonplussed pious 
parish priests and don’t know what make them, 
unrealistic suppose that Dennis would have been 
made suffer did for his innocence and lack 
worldliness. 

Mann Timothy the best the case histories. This 
man gave his law practice and supported his large 
family odd jobs carpentry. was also adept 
sleuthing and the local police often called him 
difficult cases. The townspeople regarded him 
character but they didn’t know the half it. Mann 
Timothy was man faith and was not content 
with just ordinary manifestations. Privately experi- 
mented with walking water, confident that could 
improve St. Peter’s performance. was not 
couraged repeated dunkings. One foggy night 
man walking along the shore saw, thought saw, 
gentleman fully dressed and carrying walking stick 
striding confidently the water. 

Whatever satisfaction Mann Timothy got from walking 
water would not shared the reader who must 
think the experiment unnecessary 
More attention should have been given Mann’s 
tive work which was proceeding satisfactorily. 


John Martin the last and the least the 
This poor fellow had only that thread faith which 
remained from his first Communion garment. But 
was sufficient jerk him back repentance after 
had murdered his mistress and attempted his own life. 


Although this not Mr. Connolly’s best work the 
stories are interestingly told and they may very well 
convey something the reader about the power 
faith strengthen and comfort those adversity. 


James McDonough, 
St. John College, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Donath, Stanley Brood Eagles 
Messner. Sept. 352p. $4.50. (Ila) 


This historical novel. deals with the French 
Revolution and the years that followed, including the 
rise Napoleon. fact Napoleon one the minor 
characters the book, starting way back when was 
unknown artillery officer. 


This book may viewed two ways: story and 
the regiment which defends the royal family; 
over the revolutionists and becomes the jailor 
Force; fights with Napoleon Italy; becomes 
his domestic spy during the Egyptian campaign; and 
appointed, finally, the jailor The Temple where 
his eventful career ceases. There is, course, the usual 
amount fighting and lovemaking. 


There this unusual about Donath’s characters: 
seems solve the problem not producing types 
having his characters the opposite what you sus 
pect. result you have many surprises but unsub- 
stantial characters. other words, the motivation 
the book unconvincing. The characters display the 
unity weather vane; their names remain the same 
but they act like different people. 

The other part the book, the history part, very 
well done. You have here well-written and concise 
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history France during that hectic period. suffi- 
ciently detailed interesting and yet the details 
not obscure the continuity the fast moving events. 
This far the best part the book. 


Brood Eagles either inept unclear. the sur- 
face applies the four young artillery officers who 
appear the first scene the book. However only 
one eagle emerges, Napoleon. The other three, includ- 
ing our hero, turn out ducks, one them 


dead duck. 
James Ball, 
Buffalo, New York 


Kenyon, Shadow the Sun 
Crowell. Sept. 304p. $3.95. 


This historical novel deals with England’s first Queen 
Elizabeth from her fourteenth year her death; and, 
although the subtitle includes the words, “the virgin 
queen,” might more properly termed “The Men 
Her Life.” The major chapter headings are indica- 
tive: Seymour, Dudley, Philip Spain, Cecil, Hatton, 
Alencon, Walsingham, Essex. With the exception 
Cecil and Walsingham, all these gentlemen paid suit 
Elizabeth and, even when she was old woman, she 
responded far she was psychologically able. The 
point the primary title, Shadow the Sun, that 
Bess longed give herself more intimately but, try 
she would, found impossible commit herself com- 
pletely. result concentrating this psycho- 
logical ambiguity much the grandeur she might have 
had Queen-heroine lost and, its place, there 
substituted pitiable creature, coy, capricious, venge- 
ful, deceitful, shrewish, self-centered, and about every 
other nasty epithet one can think woman. The 
men come off but little better, with the exception 
Dudley. While the historical facts are not distorted, 
nevertheless, since they are employed pegs which 
hang Bess’ relations with the various men her 
life, there notable lack continuity. Adults may 
find some wry satisfaction this story about Elizabeth; 
but not novel with the sweep and substance one 


expects. 
William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Morreale, Ben The Seventh Saracen 
Coward-McCann. Sept. 18,1958. 256p. $3.75. (IIb) 


The Seventh Saracen the story Guy Licata, 
young American, who goes back the Sicilian village 
his ancestors and finds himself the midst Mafia 
mischief ,illicit love and disastrous floods. Like many 
Americans had spent half his life trying divorce 
himself from his family’s Sicilian background. had 
gone college, graduated Madison Avenue and 
would have made the divorce complete inheri- 
tance had not interferred. claim had 
Sicily. 

When went the primitive village Racalmorra, 
called long ago the Saracen invasion, “The Village 
the Dead,” discovered all this was not enough 
Protect him from reverting more violent and more 
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primitive way life. falls love with Grazia, 
animal sort way; seeks revenge the Mafia 
gunman who had chosen him for victim with all the 
scheming ruthlessness invading Saracen 
vengeful Sicilian; and finally retreats back into himself 
with all the shameful cowardice and confusion 
immature schoolboy. 


Ben Morreale makes the contradictory Guy under- 
standable and plausible human individual; ‘the 
story; all else serves but frame. 


James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Fisher, Clay The Crossing 
Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 25,1958. 314p. $3.50. (IV) 
Clay Fisher’s latest novel typical example the 
“adult Western” the field fiction; and, like many 
its cousins, has its bright moments. The story 
set the Southwest and concerns the adventures 
one Judah Beaumont Reeves, the nineteen-year-old 
son and grandson two Virginian generals the same 
name. Jud works his way the Confederate Army 
from apprentice Indian scout Baylor’s Texas Volun- 
teers Lieutenant under General Sibley, C.S.A. 
through the development the plot, the reluctant 
soldier trying make good, eventually deserting live 
with his Apache friends when sees the futility 
the war. 


While the descriptions the battles and both Army 
and Indian life are colorful enough, three particularly 
graphic accounts episodes his erotic with 
half-breed Mexican girl, and another with young 
and scheming Army widow,—certainly prevent any 
recommendation from being given this, the author’s 
“finest novel,” are assured the jacket blurb. 
That the book exciting and filled with adventure, 
there denying; but must take exception, not 
merely the two three incidents, but the attitude 
the author throughout the book toward love. has 
spoiled interesting account the little-known battles 
the Civil War the Southwest. 


Brother Cosmas, 


Resnik, Muriel House Happy 
Crowell. Sept. 19,1958. 232p. $3.50. 


Muriel Resnik starts House Happy with situation that 
risqué but rather funny; she ends with senti- 
mental but skilfully executed picture indomi- 
table little woman almost overcome the world but 
saved ideal type the deus machina. These 
two parts the novel are entertaining and the second 
complements the first with surprising grace. Between 
beginning and end, however, there are some stock situ- 
ations, archness, and, despite the brevity the book, 
tedium. 


Lucy Butler the character who is, the jargon the 
title, house happy. She has much think about and 
little think with; but she cannot help indulging her 
passion for owning handsome house. She buys one, 
swamped innumerable difficulties, faced finally 
with financial disaster, and led happiness the 
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right man who appears precisely the right time. She 
is, course, prettily inept handling business matters 
and she duly given scene which she drives law- 
yers and bankers distraction her bland ignorance 
and her disdain for the sordid details liens and 
mortgages. She writes sweetly inane letters about her 
lawyer’s petty insistence financial stability. And 
she comes eventually the point where everything 
goes wrong with the house and expenses pile in- 
credibly. Lucy’s difficulties—which the author obvi- 
ously going solve anyway—can get very boring. 


Floating around the central theme, and giving this short 
novel remarkable air being disjointed, are many 
disparate elements. Lucy’s walk one them. She 
widow, the apparently respectable mother 
grown sons, but her walk invariably provokes leers 
and whistles. made much the beginning 
the book, though were central issue; then 
drops from sight reappear sporadically the 
author happens think it. Temporary emphasis 
also given affair between Lucy’s sixteen-year- 
old son and even younger girl who haunts his room; 
Lucy, whose moral infantilism probably meant 
sophistication, thinks sexual experience would good 
for the boy but she does not think should have 
under her roof; fortunately, the author loses track 
this Another random element the embarrass- 
ment which both Lucy and her unmarried sister feel 
because the sister, beautiful girl twenty-seven, 
still virgin and bewildered about terminating her 
virginity her age. Anything for laugh—or perhaps 
the word want. Happily, this strand the 
story also left dangling. 


This light book, which will seem remarkably smart 
those who have not read abundance the same 
sort thing before and who have not been wearied 
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the smart-dumb female character stage and tele. 


vision screen. 
William Hill, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Thirkell, Angela Cloce Quarters 
Knopf. Sept. 15,1958. 282p. $4.50. 


There are few literary experiences available today more 
subtly pleasant than reading new Thirkell novel, 
Paradoxically, there are few writing assignments more 
frustrating than reviewing one. How can one possibly 
tell ‘what happens.” attempt would 
quire review long the novel itself—so very much 
happens; unimportant perhaps the Far East 
Middle East, London Washington—but vastly im- 
portant every Barsetshirian worth his salt. say 
the work pleasant, that the Thirkellian wit abounds, 
(the title itself pun), that the prose the 
tinguished equal its delicately involuted predecessors 
merely repeat what this reader has already written 
previous reviews. Let’s just say that you enjoy 
Angela Thirkell’s novels this one will not disappoint 
you. bait for the prospective reader let suggest 
such typical things involved discussions 
wipers and oil for garden rollers, the usual dramatis 
personae, not excluding “Major, Minor, and Minimus,” 
and the Mixo-Lydian Ambassadress coming out with 
such corrupt spoonerisms “English Idiotism.” Having 
taken the bait, Thirkelleans will relish devouring (deli- 
cately course) all that this Thirkell “line” has 


offer. 
Matthew O’Rourke, M.A., 
University Scranton 


Sire, Glen and Jane 
Something Foolish, Something 
Simon and Schuster. Aug. 29,1958. 213p. $3.50. 


really want know how deadly-in-earnest, 
downright ridiculous and devastatingly funny teen-agers 
can be, not miss this book. actually collection 
essays, episodes, the life Laurie Merritt. 


Our sixteen-year-old heroine tells her own outlook 
the world, her problems and her unique solutions 
them. One crisis follows another, rapidly. she 
not trying put love back into her parent’s life, (it has 
turned she engaged some torturous 
process controlling her total-all-in-all, Sammy Hast- 
ings, the boy next door. 


Laurie scornfully confident she can relieve 
cient, harassed mother three for day. She learns, 
Her campaign provide romance for her “different” 
friend Kate, (who interested entomology, not 
men), probably the book’s best chapter. Yet each 
incident believable, immaturely conceived 
the “mature” Laurie provide many chuckle. 


Many Laurie’s difficulties, course, center around 
the blind incomprehension and stupidity “the an- 
cients” (her parents, naturally); but many also arise 
Sammy stubbornly refuses conform her pattern 
behavior. 


Both Sammy and Laurie are truly 
trayed; the adolescent mind herein laid open with 
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sensitive, humorous and understanding scalpel 
has been wielded quite time. 

should prove infinitely easier for parents face the 
facts after enjoying this book. The bitter truth being 
that there chasm between parents and their off- 
springs that only time can close. Once this recog- 
nized fairly universal purgatory, perhaps with 
humor and patience both groups can hold until 
over. 

The husband-wife combination that produced this light- 
hearted gaiety are congratulated. they were 
love” themselves from high school days, could 
these are some their own experiences. that 
may, these escapades are typical, topical and terribly 
funny, very astute, left-handed way. For the 
misunderstood teen-ager, beleagued 
parents alike, this book indeed something foolish, gay 


and very delightful. 
Mary Elizabeth Reedy, 
Omaha, Nebraska 


Wright, Austin Tappan Islandia 
Rinehart. Sept. 15,1958. 1018p. $5.95. (III) 

April 1942, this posthumous first novel 
lished under wartime restrictions which limited the 
number copies printed. Now reissued 
and, insofar this reviewer can determine from 
rather cursory reperusal, with little change from 
the original except the Introduction Sylvia Wright. 
What follows combination this reviewer’s origi- 
nal review, published Best Sellers, no. 
38, May 13, 1942, plus some additional conclusions 
drawn from discussion and re-reading. 


When the first decade the Twentieth Century, 
John Lang left Harvard where had met the Island- 
ian Dorn, accepted appointment United States 
Consul the isolated kingdom Islandia the ant- 
arctic subcontinent where temporary ad- 
mission limited number foreigners was being 
tried. Islandia Lang discovered simple agricul- 
tural culture and almost complete isolation from the 
world. Her people are individualists and believe that 
man’s end life maintain environment 
completely natural possible and develop his own 
emotions and feelings far possible. They 
the family unit but only subservient 
individuality. Each individual’s duty perfect 
his “alia” place life and carry through his 
offspring thus establishing the natural peace per- 
manency. This their substitute for God and 
afterlife and for the existence universals which they 
deny. counterbalance this complete subjectivity, 
there are customs, formulated from the experience 
the ages, which govern various life patterns situa- 
tions but these customs not have the force rules, 
laws conventions and are enforced only the good 
judgment the individual. Communal organization 
tolerated only insofar necessary administer the 
affairs larger groups especially with regard foreign 
affairs. Education practical; there equality the 
distribution the means life; slavery absent and 
nonexistent. 


When Lang was sent Islandia, the Mora government 
had concluded trial treaty which allowed foreigners 
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the country but trading concessions. This 
treaty was come for final vote after trial 
period and Lang’s job was prepare the way for the 
businessman enter when the treaty was ratified and 
put permanent basis. spends some months 
journeying through Islandia and meeting various people 
among them Dorna, the sister his friend, with whom 
falls violently love. first Lang favor 
ending Islandian isolation and bringing modern ways 
life but even profoundly attracted their 
way life. Dorna partway love with Lang but, 
fearful that their alias will not merge, denies him and 
marries King Tor. his interest Islandia deepened, 
Lang neglected consulate business and was replaced 
just before the meeting the council which was 
vote the foreign treaty. The council rejects the 
treaty and Lang must leave Islandia within the year. 
visits the Hyth’s and falls love with Nattana 
with whom has sexual relations. Recognizing his 
love merely sex attraction, Nattana breaks off the 
affair and Lang joins volunteer border guard pro- 
tecting the passes against German incited raids 
mountain Bants. risk his own life warns the 
neighborhood raid, saving the lives Dorna and 
Nattana and becoming the hero the country. 
return granted permanent place Islandia but 
wishing prove his love for the Islandia way life 
goes home test the American way. For year 
works for his Uncle Joseph and becomes success- 
ful businessman. During this time re-encounters 
young Gladys Hunter with whom has corresponded 
during his Islandian finally decides that 
Islandia his natural environment and sacrifices his 
business success return. the way proposes 
Gladys via cable and she accepts, following him imme- 
diately. Lang settles easily into the Islandian life but 
Gladys cannot first. Eventually she too becomes 
Islandian nature and both are happy. 

Islandia not only attempt evaluation the 
end and aims man; also love story and the 
latter somewhat dull, over-explanatory 
titious. does, however, show sensible attitude 
indicating that equal merging interests, aim, and 
environment conducive happy marriage. 


Islandia written man who evidently attempted 
formulate from his education and mores concept 
the Utopia which wished live. This adds 
highly naturalistic and pagan environment 
which simplicity, conservatism and individuality are 
the keynotes, blend Emersonianism and existential- 
ism with few Quakerish overtones added for good 
measure. Literally, the book well done, though 
times bit dull the length its exposition; its 
versimilitude and completeness detail indicate the 
loving care lavished upon its composition. Its content, 
however, pagan that can recommended only 
for discriminating adult readers. 


Wolf, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Vaughan, Carter The Devil’s Bride 
Doubleday. Sept. 20,1958. 264p. $3.95. 


There never dull moment Carter Vaughan’s 
swash-buckling, action packed tale, The Devil’s Bride. 
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Jeremy Morgan, young American adventurer receives 
commission from Alexander Hamilton, the Secretary 
the Treasury. When reaches Paris, Marquis 
Lafayette reveals his assignment. escort 
Turkish Princess from Paris Constantinople where 
attempt arrange audience with Selim 
Recognition the United States the great 
Ottoman Empire his The Marquis informs 
Jeremy that must marry the Khana Tule Jassim 
before leaving Paris. the wife American citi- 
zen would safer; for royalty was being ill-treated 
the French mobs this time. The ceremony 
performed minister and the trip Venice com- 
pleted after Jeremy forced fight highwaymen. 
fleet Turkish vessels fired upon and among the 
prisoners taken pretty English girl, Mary Ellis. 
English frigate catches and attacks the Turks and 
the battle Jeremy directs the incompetent seamen 
and thereby earns the respect the commander, Mus- 
tafa Kro. The Sultan comments him for his heroism 
but when Jeremy presents his request for American 
and ordered the difficult task modernizing the 
Ottoman navy. Jeremy works tirelessly teaching gun- 
nery and supervising the building factories where 
cannon and gunpowder are manufactured. While 
maneuvers with the fleet the Khana slips away 
and heads for Mongolia where her brother the 
Khagan. Jeremy pursues and after 
reaches Urga. rescues Mary and they escape and 
return Constantinople. There thrown into 
prison charged with desertion. The ruthless Khana 
has preceded them and responsible for this treat- 
men. When seems quite hopeless courier arrives 
with the news that the British fleet the way 
attack the Turks. Reinstated, Jeremy becomes hero 
again exciting battle which the English are 
soundly defeated. His reward includes the recognition 
the United States and and Mary are permitted 
return home. 

This novel the Sabatini type may termed “escap- 
ist” literature but will probably enjoyed young 
and older readers who have time spare. 


Anne Moloney 


Nabokov, Vladimir Nabokovw’s Dozen 
Doubleday. Sept. 18, 1958. 214p. $3.50. 
Nabokov’s latest collection short stories certainly 
not disappointing but perhaps surprising. Actually 
his dozen tales are really thirteen. More unexpected 
though the varying nature this collection well 
its bizarre themes. There much impressionism 
found these pieces well certain immediacy 
which Nabokov often achieves through resorting the 
first person point view. Though there little profit 
derived from reading them, some delight and 
pleasure will had because Nabokov’s seductive 
style. 

The themes discerned each story are difficult 
define since they are usually noncommittal. Human 
love assayed three. Apart from the childhood 
idyll, “First Love,” the love discussed tainted not 
tawdry. “Spring Fialta” involves some jaded cosmo- 
polites footling triangle while “That Aleppo 
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Once dwells upon another triangle, adding the 
Pirandello affectation the multiple personality. 


The eerie the grotesque finds expression “Signs 
and the parents hopeless lunatic 
unable escape the more dire doom his imminent 
death. The plight Siamese twins, particularly their 
destiny remain freaks, evaluated “Scenes from 
the Life Double Monster.” more muted 
manner the weird explored Forgotten Poet,” 
apparently suggested question supposed have 
been raised before Russia, namely “What man 
compared idea?” 


Political attitudes, too, are dissected, usually 
international scope, “The Assistant Producer,” 
“Cloud, Castle, Lake,” and “Conversation Piece, 1945,” 
These involve the customary blackmailing, kidnapping 
and allied crimes which are usually associated with 
Middle European plotters. 


Even the world outer space not neglected, for 
there “Time and Ebb” well “Lance.” 
these much thrust the reader beyond his imme- 


diate world. Finally some ironical portraiture limned 
“The Aurelian” and “Mademoiselle O.” 


Whether any all these narratives will prove ap- 
pealing cannot promised. But what can assured 
the reader that Nabokov incomparable stylist. 
Though does times indulge neologisms, 
nevertheless acquits himself deft artist. His 
scription evocative and imaginative, and his perspec- 
tive well his perception displays 
irony. Though says nothing great significance, 
has significant way saying it. 

Brendan Larnen, O.P., 

The Holy Name Journal, 

New York, New York 


Foley, Martha and David Burnett (Editors) 

The Best American Short Stories 1958 
Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 362p. $4.00. (Ila) 
Martha Foley has been assisted the editing this 
year’s “best” American short stories David Burnett. 
foreword the editors bemoan the passing many 
magazines during the past months. They state that 
despite these developments the magazine publishing 
field, however, many excellent short stories were writ- 
ten 1957, and they point out that most the stories 
(there are twenty-one) this anthology were found 
the and the “fashion” magazines, highly 
“specialized and expensive” publications. 


somewhat hasty scanning the anthology reveals 
stories whose subject matter ranges from the 
ing, the morbid, the downright macabre 
wife waits agony for confirmation her 
death auto accident; mother and father grieve 
over son lost swamp; child whose mother has 
been acquitted murdering her father developing 
into warped and twisted personality; there are broken 
marriages, drug addiction, and old man who beats 
his granddaughter’s brains out rock. There 
really funny story the book, Delayed Hearing,” 
Howard Nemerov, tale two women involved 
minor traffic But even this has tragic 
trick ending which chills the humor like icy wind. 
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Symbolism employed some the authors sex- 
ridden, some instances vague, and others repulsive. 


One questions why the editors could not find the 
numerous magazines listed the last section this 
book, few stories with more wholesome and enter- 
taining themes representative The Best American 
Short Stories. 

However, all fairness the editors, this collection 
does reveal many fine stories. For example, “Sonny’s 
Blues,” James Baldwin, and the “Legend the Two 
Swimmers,” Robie Macauley, are sad stories with 
hopeful endings. “The Picture Wouldn’t Fit the 
Stove,” clever, sophisticated, amusing story 
George Bradshaw. View the Woods” 
powerful and, from Flannery 
“The Banquet Crow,” Dorothy Par- 
ker, good sound realistic story—no fantasy and 
symbols. “House Many Rooms,” Robin White, 
isa tender, warm story. And Jean Stafford’s Rea- 
sonable Facsimile” written with polish, taste, and 
poetry. Her use words fascinating, never boring 
verbose. 

This volume also contains biographical sketches the 
authors represented and lists the distinctive volumes 
short stories published the United States 1957; 
the outstanding short stories published American 
magazines during 1957 American and foreign au- 
thors; and the addresses American and Canadian 
magazines currently publishing short stories. 


Elizabeth O’Rourke, 
New Brunswick, New Jersey 


Cheever, John The Housebreaker Shady Hill 
Harper. 185p. $3.00. 


Shady Hill suburb New York, one the upper- 
middle and banlieux the 
business world and from which the husbands and 
fathers-of-families commute train five days the 
week, and where week-ends they give parties 
turn, the country club for golf and dances, take 
their wives and children for walks through the nearby 
woods Sunday afternoons. the mythical land 
which live all the people the eight short stories 
this volume. the scene quiet frustrations, 
adulterous intrigues entered into more often from des- 
perate boredom than from any real malice grand 
passion, too-much drinking for pretty much the same 
basic reason; yet is, its inhabitants firmly believe, 
better place which raise children than the city 
streets, even around Sutton Place. 


“God preserve from word games and adulterers, 
from basset hounds and swimming pools and frozen 
canapes and Bloody Marys and smugness and syringa 
bushes and P.-T.A. meetings” one its denizens writes 
angrily during his departure flight from the first major 
scrap with his charming wife Marcie after she confessed 
infidelity engendered pity for what one her 
husband’s friends had called “meatball” and lone- 
liness arising out Charlie’s prolonged absence 
selling trip Italy. Charlie pretty well sums the 
attitude many the men Shady Hill, 
sibly also author Cheever, that summary subur- 
ban 


Cheever Carlile 253 


Mr. Cheever’s approach his stories deceptively 
casual. His instinct for choosing the right details 
limn setting and mood and the psychological torment 
his characters admirable. Moreover, has the 
necessary moral basis sound principles make his 
satire once sharp and compassionate. His people, 
rather the people Shady Hill are least trying 
live decent and dignified life, however befuddled they 
get times, however mistaken they often are. 


Seven the eight stories included this collection 
appeared previously, from time time, the pages 
The New Yorker, and might opportune 
point out that study these their tech- 
nique and method,—will prove false the all-too-quick- 
and-frequent, not downright supercilious criticism 
the typical New Yorker story having beginning. 
end, but only middle. There are beginnings and 
ends these stories, although they are beginnings that 
are often found buried the past people and ends 
that only close the episode without promising pre- 


Johnny Hake, for example, was desperate for money, 
overdrawn his bank, and, his dismay, one night 
awaking three the morning after dinner party 
with wealthy friends, stole back into their house and 
removed wallet containing nine-hundred dollars. 
was not caught; but his remorse and worry almost drove 
him mad. And Cash Bentley was well liked and 
seemed well grounded until the night fell and broke 
his leg doing his usual hurdle race over the furniture 
party. And Francis Weed had really terrible 
time trying overcome his infatuation with the pretty 
girl who was baby sitter for his children. Even little 
Amy Lawton had learn that gin had its uses 
helping her father relax, even, if, times, did take 
too much, though not much the cook Rosemary 
did. And the casual seducer was reduced terror 
when one his victims, half-mad, forced him his 
knees and humiliation more terrible than death. 
Suspicion and malice jealous neighbors the theme 
the two remaining stories, and they show, each 
their own way, depth compassion and irony 
that part the human comedy. 


Mr. Cheever’s talent seems lie the short story, 
rather than the novel. Indeed, one sorely tempted 
hand him the laurel master; particularly one 
overlooks some the unfortunate aspects the epi- 
sodic Wapshot Chronicle, his only novel date. 


Carlile, Clancy Was Young and Easy 
Knopf. Sept. 22,1958. 243p. $3.75. 
The boy and his dog are certainly strangers 
American literature, and must take courage at- 
tempt variation the theme. Clancy Carlile has 
given us, however, delightful little tale just that 
subject. Was Young and Easy fictional first- 
erson account back-country lad named Ray 
Mackey and well, dog. Dingy the animal’s 
name, and there never was such dog! Only the 
author, who has captured the down-on-the-farm idiom 
all its charming color, could describe it. 


Ray and his twin brother Clay never could quite see 
eye-to-eye. Between fights, which the stronger Clay 
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always won, they were rivals for the affection Babs, 
pretty little thing, who considered herself 
When Clay was able purchase moth-eaten 
nag misnamed Whirlwind, won undisputed posses- 
sion. Not being much diplomat, however, 
didn’t follow his advantage giving Babs ride 
now and then. Loyal she was, though, and ignored the 
faithful Ray. 


Dingy, however, started the tides turning. wasn’t 
much good for hunting—unless was for grasshoppers 
and occasional rat the barn. But one day when 
mountain lion began raid the farms the com- 
munity, found his chance. All the best dogs had 
been killed the hunt for the cat, but Dingy, brace 
his leg because break when caught badger 
trap, gave the alarm one night. Freddy the goat had 
fallen victim the claws the lion. Dauntless, 
Daddy, Ray and Dingy set out pursuit. The first 
attempt was fruitless, for the cat evaded the hunters 
the darkness. few days later Dingy disappeared. 
Ray followed him shotgun hand. Eventually the 
dog was found holding the lion bay. Dog, boy and 
lion were wounded the hunt, and the way home, 
Ray and the dog became lost and were repeatedly at- 
tacked the lion. last party hunters found 
them, and the cat was likewise discovered—killed 
Ray’s bullets. 

fifty dollar bounty purchased piebald pony for 
Ray, and—now hero—he won his girl. Dingy died 
his wounds, but another dog from the same litter 
was given Ray, and all returned peaceful existence. 


The story will never rival Tom Sawyer for its appeal, 
but makes good light reading and will give some 
heartwarming moments the purchaser. 


Brother Cosmas, 
St. Joseph’s Juniorate, 
Leonardtown, Maryland 


Hughes, Stuart 


Consciousness and Society. The Reorientation 

European Social Thought 1890-1930 
There can doubt about the seriousness with which 
thinkers the calibre Max Weber, Benedetto Croce, 
Freud, Durkheim, Bergson and Sorel set themselves 
understand the status and development man, and 
human society. Nor can anyone properly challenge 
the intellectual integrity with which this generation 
thinkers reported and judged what they discovered. 
Yet, this facilely written, well engineered, and ex- 
tremely competent study Stuart Hughes attests, 
not one these men has produced evaluation 
man theory society that faces the full 
complexity human existence. Actually the con- 
sciousness with which they confront man’s nature and 
his behavior out society conditioned re- 
action fluctuating between extremes positivism and 
idealism. And many and grievous are the sins that 
have been committed the name purely empirical 
approach reality. 
Mr. Hughes has organized his book extremely well. 
confines his thesis elucidation the social thought 
emanating from the heart Europe—France, Austria, 


Brooks 


Best SELLERs 


Germany and Italy—at the turn the century 
1930). supplies only the most necessary 
ground and alliances. the re-bound from the final 
dogmatism positivism, demonstrates the detour 
that many these thinkers took through the morass 
communist theory. Thus deals with Durkheim, 
Pareto, Sorel, and the earlier phases Croce’s thought, 
once experimentation with the base value 
economics and the uplifting hope moral 
Supplying clear and coherent evaluation the Freu- 
dian discovery new dimensions human 
ness, etches the boundaries the concomitant 
broadening social horizons. Then, from Dilthey 
Troeltsch and Meinicke, using Croce counterpoise, 
outlines the processes involved the growth and 
decline historicism. 


Max Weber and the promethean figure has be- 
come the estimation most meta-sociologists, Mr. 
Hughes devotes lengthy, integrated chapter. But 
here that the reader gets the impression that there 
much more shadow than substance the pro- 
tagonist’s thought when one reaches for the essential 
bed-rock reality. 


There plenty substance, however, the process 
that led the almost annihilation traditional moral 
values thoroughly encouraged Freud’s theories 
and discoveries. But there surely clear indication 
the tawdry misuse much Freud’s valuable pre- 
cisionings his own personal mythologisation his 
self-image Moses the Law-giver. 


Hughes’ appreciation the achievements well 
his criticisms the aberrations from reality the part 
all these thinkers once honest and well-founded. 
however essentially agnostic, keeping with the 
inconclusive quality his own 
dwell the twilight zone suspended judgment— 
open metaphysical possibilities yet wary dogmatic 
assertions” (p. 32). 


What becomes obvious from study far-reaching 
and intricate realm human interests the over- 
whelming devotion the pursuit reality engaged 
the secularist philosophers; and consequent 
worry lest possession religious certainty may have 
dulled the courageous acumen men whose profes 
sion proclaims them heralds “the Way, the Truth, 


and the Life.” 
Francis Murphy, C.SS.R., Ph.D., 


New York, New York 
Brooks, Van Wyck The Dream Arcadia 


Dutton. Sept. 18, 1958. 246p. $4.50. (Ila) 
Van Wyck Brooks, his twentieth book The Dream 


Arcadia, has done another service American liter- 
ary history. has recalled much 
American writing set Italy, has noted some good 
writers never included literary histories and has 
pointed out few American firsts, both writing and 
the other arts. 

Starting with the coming Rome 1760 Benjamin 
West the painter, later become president the Royal 
Academy, Brooks shows the Italian influence West, 
Henry Benbridge, John Singleton Copley and even, 
way the Certosa (Carthusian monastery) Pavia, 
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Thomas Jefferson his first designs for the Uni- 
versity Virginia. 

Other painters and sculptors are also brought in: John 
Vanderlyn, Washington Allston, Horatio Greenough, 
the first American announce the 
follows function”; Hiram Powers, “without 
making busts” (according Thorwaldsen); 
Thomas Cole; Morse, who thought the 
wireless telegraph his dejected voyage home; Rem- 
brandt Peale; Thomas Crawford (father the novel- 
ist); and William Page, pupil Morse and the ablest 
American painter Rome. 


Washington Irving, the first American writer treated, 
have over-romantized his Italian tales. After 
Irving came the scholars: George Ticknor, Prescott, Ed- 
ward Everett, Motley, Parkman, Lowell and Norton. 


Then came Cooper, Longfellow, Bryant and Emerson 
(who loved Michelangelo). Cooper’s The Water 
Witch, written Sorrento ,showed his appreciation 
Italy and Italians. Longfellow became Dante 
enthusiast, following Ticknor lecturer Dante 
Harvard and translating The Divine Comedy. 


Also Italy the time was Richard Henry Wilde, 
another Dantean, who discovered the Giotto portrait 
Dante the Bargello. And the course the cen- 
tury came great art collectors like James Jackson Jarves, 
Stanford White, Thomas Jefferson Bryan and Edith 
Wharton. 


Margaret Fuller, author Woman the Nineteenth 
Century, gets chapter with the Risorgimento. Not 
only did she introduce Browning American readers, 
but she also helped Mickiewicz (Pan Tadeusz) organize 
the Polish Legion and directed hospital Rome dur- 
ing the revolution which she promoted. 


The Norton-Ruskin relationship well treated and 
Norton shown have had fair appreciation 
Italy. But was nothing compared Hawthorne’s. 
The author The Marble Faun loved Italy and 
brought into many his even though 
understood little about art and still less about the 
Catholic church. Both and Lowell “supposed that 
Catholicism was its deathbed.” 


Howells became one the creators the “interna- 
tional” novel result his Italian observations. 
Howells liked Italians and put them into many his 
stories, especially into Indian Summer, which Brooks 
thinks his miost perfect novel. 


Mark Twain and Henry James are truly shown their 
attitude and knowledge Italy. James admitted 
that knew nothing Italian characters, although 
vastly enjoyed the country, unlike his brother Wil- 
liam, who was revolted what saw. There 
beautiful chapter “Francesca” Alexander and 
interesting chapter Francis Marion Crawford that 
very perceptive. 


Henry Fuller must have been read Brooks 
Preparation for this book. too Edith Wharton, who 
similarly well described her “Italian” writings. 
And there chapter Bernard Berenson 
Principles art. Brooks dedicating the work him 
undoubtedly recognized debt for the many art judg- 
ments made and which far outnumber the literary 
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judgments. When Gertrude Stein and Mabel Dodge 


entered the Italian scene, “kulchur” vanished for 
Americans going Italy, although Dreiser “tingled 
the roots” when first visited Assisi. 


The Dream Arcadia shows that many Americans 
appreciated Italy, although they did not know Italians. 
This lack, evident their works ,is hardly ever ad- 
verted Brooks, who also veers away, generally, 
from literary criticism the more well-known Ameri- 
can works with Italian background. 


There are dozen dissertations that this work might 
give rise and, least, one more comprehensive work 
that would take years the preparation order 
give more adequate report American Writers and 
Artists Italy. 


Perhaps the greatest contribution the book the 
“discoveries” comparatively unknown American 
authors. Some them are: Charles Perkins’ 
Raphael and Michelangelo, Tuscan Sculptors and Ital- 
ian Sculptors; Francis Alexander’s The Story Ida; 
Constance Fenimore Woolson’s East Angels and 
Transplanted Boy; Charles Godfrey Leland’s Etruscan 
Roman Remains; Leo Stein’s Appreciations; the Blash- 
fields’ Italian Cities and their edition Vasari’s Lives. 


While the book’s topic too restricted enable 
become best seller, should find welcome place 
every city and college library. 


Joachim Daleiden, O.F.M., 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, Illinois 


Olson, Sigurd Listening Point 
Knopf. Sept. 22,1958. 235p. $4.50. 


The author The Singing Wilderness, President the 
National Parks Association, conservationist and nature- 
lover, has induced Francis Lee Jacques illustrate his 
book secret spot northern Minnesota where 
lives with the birds, the animals, the water, trees and 
sky like modern Thoreau. Here placid Walden 
Pond, microcosm the world, but, contrariwise, an- 
other world constant motion tempo fit mod- 
ern times. hermit Olson, either; yet his poetic 
prose bursts into lyricism over the wonders nature. 
His chapters the life the busy beaver parallel 
many respects modern industrial plant mass- 
production. human hand touches the product, yet 
countless instinctive exhibitions muscular action and 
incessant driving processes make think how closely 
modern nhas followed God’s handiwork crea- 
tures his mafinificent world nature. 


exposed Olson and realize what powers 
observation there are instinct every human being 
but use them. This study, too, all the five 
senses and sixth one, well, when with 
Olson his favorite haunt his favorite lake revel 
with him the sheer beauty that surrounds him. 
there writer today who surpasses Mr. Olson the 
power description, this reviewer has not found him. 


Listening Point book, too, for children who look 
the world about them source discovery. 
book for the young reader who possesses the spirit 
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adventure and the physical strength pursue it. 
is, course, book for the old who will lament the 
fact they missed much when young, but who can 
repair that damage living over again their own ex- 
periences during the vacations they took get away 
from the artificial world many are forced 
circumstance live in. 

Justice Douglas, our inveterate traveler, says this 
book: “It hard put down.” one will read 
without refreshing sense the unlimited gifts which 
God has placed the very threshold every one who 
has ever lived. Olson tells how find these gifts 
and enjoy them. They exist the natural unspoiled 


world all about us. 
Franklin Dunham, Litt.D., 
Washington, D.C. 


Goodfriend, Arthur Rice Roots 
Simon and Schuster. Sept. 18, 1958. 209p. $3.95. (Ila) 


one who spends considerable time trying edu- 
cate prospective missionaries appreciate foreign cul- 
ture and people, and how penetrate into their minds 
and hearts, welcome this book. should read 
several classes people. Missionaries, members 
ICA Technical Assistance teams, and everyone 
the State Department. But also the intelligent citizen, 
who aware the sudden achievement world 
power the United States, and who wonders how 
best this leadership may implemented, should not 
only read this book, but his best influence the 
people elects follow its sage advice. 


The lessons one reads the considerable literature 
Community Development and Technical Assistance 
are here stated one who learned them the hard way. 
sympathetic American, with his family, actually 
lived the “rice roots” Java and Sumatra. They 
went there learn and receive, and this marks them 
off from many American representatives ICA 
other programs. 

Not for them the all-too-frequent isolation from the 
people the country. Not for them the fenced-in 
compound with ranch houses and the PX. Not for 
them ignorance the local language, and ignorance 
the customs and motivations the for 
them the complete inability understand why the 
people not “like” us. 


The author and his family lived villages and towns, 
ate the local food, participated local events, and 
one occasion even employed the duken curer. 
one village their little daughter learned the native 
dance. charming part the book describes how the 
children helped gaining sympathy with the people. 
Besides farmers, other types were interviewed. Mayors, 
businessmen, lawyers, newspaper editor, doctors, poli- 
experience and attitude was sought out. 


The conclusion sad one: are simply not getting 
our story across. the “Grand Old Man” Indo- 
nesia, Hadji Agus Salim, told the author: 


you may learn see things from the point view 
another people. you can learn that, America may discover 
something great power history has ever learned—to 
identify its own cause with the cause others, and 
further that cause, not solely terms its own experience, 
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tradition and desires, but the experience, traditions and 

desires others.” 
The author presents complete program for future 
action the end his readable book. Incidentally, 
has very effective section his return his New 
Hampshire village, where people wese basically the 
same the people had visited. Language and 
dental differences seemed large, but really were im. 
portant only inasmuch they had understood 
knowing these particular people here and now. 


had pick out two basic principles which are 
here illustrated, (and found often the technical 
literature which does not seem reach our 
tors), they are these. The concept the “felt need” 
basic. This felt need, either already existing among 
people legitimately created, the sine qua non 
for progress, which turn should healthy, and 
accord with the rest culture. There fine 
ample building what you have, rather than 
ing exotic and usually dangerous extremes 
ress, the author’s discussion how the medical 
needs the Javanese could much better answered 
enhanced education the local dukuns, 
curers. 

The second concept also sounds simple, (as all basic 
concepts do, but how often they are neglected prac- 
tice). This may summed the short sentence: 
“Do not work for people, but with people.” This con- 
cept revolutionary against much old-fashioned 
missionary practice, the greatest evil which pater- 
nalism. The people among whom you work, and their 
culture, have their own individual dignity and worth. 
Even from purely practical point view, failure faces 
one who would impose his ideas from without. 


shall not spoil the book for the reader saying any 
more than: “Read it.” And especially realize that 
you, too, can join the work programmed the last 


Director, Institute Mission Studies, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Gavin, Lt. Gen. James 

War and Peace the Space Age 
Aug. 1958. 304p. $5.00. 
Already accorded front page appraisal the New York 
Times Book Review, quite likely that General 
Gavin’s book will receive increasing attention from the 
lay reader, for whom intended. The author 
the army private the age seventeen 
March 1924 and left lieutenant general March 
1958. Having served many capacities ,including the 
very important one Chief Research and Develop- 
ment, General Gavin was well qualified discuss past 
and future wars. The introductory chapters are auto 
biographical; the main chapters are entitled “The 
Decade Dilemma, 1945-1955” and “The Decade 
Decision, 1955-1965.” 
the impression that shall have until 1965 get 
ready for war against Russia. Such conflict seems 
taken for granted. Just why Russia will wait until 
1965 attack does not seem clear, especially 


Harper. 


~ 


The author seems under 


view the conviction that Russia now 


much more powerful military sense than are. 
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order win this coming war, Gavin wants 
understand certain things, among them the fact that 
“manned reconnaissance aircraft will not able 
against the Soviet surface-to-air missile displayed 
November 1957 [in Moscow].” believes that 
our present bombers would not able reach any 
Russian targets because Russian missiles would destroy 
the bombers the air. has doubt but that 
1965 “will entirely possible launch weapons 
any point the earth impact any other 
point the earth.” that date, believes that 
will faced with the threat immediate 
death and destruction, means guaranteeing peace 
are not found.” But seems evident that Gavin does 
not believe that such means will found. does not 
even bother discuss them. 
Despite his conviction that the hydrogen bomb neces- 
sary for our defense, also believes that enough large 
transport planes should always available airlift 
division from America any overseas theater. 
can not that present. does not believe that 
our Department Defense functions efficiently; 
believes that military and naval and air officers who 
testify before congressional committees are unable 
present their real opinions. This considers alarm- 
ing view his conviction that “the bomber World 
War III will the ICBM [inter-continental ballistic 
missile]. The fighter bomber will the IRBM [inter- 
mediate range ballistic missile] and long range artillery. 
Artillery will, its larger weapons, exceed one thou- 
sand miles.” bombers are used all, they will 
the jet type, and will cost least $8,000,000 each, 
compared the cost the B-29 used World War II, 
$600,000. The author tells that advanced aircraft 
now under experimentation, the X-15, will perhaps 
cost over $100,000,000 each. The general believes that 
1965 shall spending regularly about $64,000,- 
000,000 defense each year. Each ICBM will cost 
about $17,000,000; each IRBM, about 
1965 hope have developed the nuclear anti- 
missiles necessary destroy the missiles that Russia 
will launching against us. Nuclear weapons will 
placed board submarines that date, for either 
offensive defensive use. Technology will then 
dynamic that constant changes and improvements will 
made missiles and anti-missiles and shall 
accordingly expect marked degree obsolescence. 
The picture thus drawn the world 1965 that 
camp. Russia and the United States 
continue, year after year, spend all their energies 
for war that will never fought? they 
do, will the first time world history that such 
thing has been done. you expect still here 
1965 recommend this book you guide the 
world the day after tomorrow. 

Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 

Loyola University, 

Chicago, Illinois 


Jiménez, Heather 


But Wouldn’t Want LIVE There 
Dutton. Sept. 11, 1958. 189p. $3.50. (I) 


Heather Jiménez one those people who has 
desire farther than downtown, but she has be- 
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come the wife roving Spaniard, world traveller 
and the mother two tri-lingual daughters. 


The only tone-deaf member non-conformist musi- 
cal family, she enrolled progressive college where 
everyone was Creative and Dedicated, and studied art. 
After “Winter Interlude” art the market place, 
and stay International House New York, where 
she tangled with her first Latin and walked picket 
line, she went Mexico visit older sister, the 
relief her family. 

After whirlwind courtship she found herself married 
Roberto and living picturesque cottage perched 
hill near Taxco. She had gained entrée 
Mexican social life way the pompadour when 
Roberto was transferred London. 


England they and the new baby stayed with Ro- 
berto’s sister and her husband who singlehandedly 
ran castle, raised vegetables and pigs, yet were ready 
formal dress for dinner eight. From there they 
moved Paris, living two rooms ornate man- 
sion. the Baroness’ discovery that the author was 
“in interesting condition” they had move again. 
sooner was the baby born than Roberto whipped 
off the Middle East, leaving Mrs. Jiménez cope 
with Nicole, trusting girl who thought her 
friend was planning marry her, whereas was 
interested only pen-pal. 


Leaving the children pension run White Rus- 
sians, she joined Roberto Lebanon, with the job 
finding hotel rooms for delegates arriving for inter- 
national convention. She found herself and bevy 
social scientists marooned overnight ancient Vic- 
torian hotel the middle the Syrian desert, sur- 
rounded menacing Arabs. old-fashioned gramo- 
phone saved the day—or night—while Bedouins waltz 
with social scientists. 

From Beirut they returned Paris where they rented 
decaying town house. She had finally adjusted the 
fiery Spanish temperament the maid when the 
author contracted polio. 


After series medical consultations and adventures 
via wheel chairs and crutches, followed “crazy 
though the Jiménez family might stay one place for 
six months so. turned out closer six 
weeks, when they reassembled suitcases, duffel bags 
and passports, and took off for Brazil. 

story ends with her discovery Portuguese 
phrase-book seemingly written with her mind—“I 
cannot find luggage,” “Where the police station?” 


For those who long trade humdrum life for 
more adventurous one, Heather Jiménez’ book pure 
delight. She keeps the fast, light pace with only minor 
lapses. Recommended especially for bored housewives. 


Mary O’C. Moriarty, 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 


Lengyel, Cornel Four Days July 
Doubleday. Sept. 4,1958. 360p. $4.95. 


Philadelphia the summer 1776 was hot oven. 
Delegates the Second Continental Congress debated 
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the merits Declaration Independence, and final- 
ly, stirred the writings Tom Paine and the rabble- 
rousing Sam Adams, appointed committee pre- 
pare staetment. Tall, freckled Thomas Jefferson was 
its chairman. Like all committee chairmen down the 
pages history, Jefferson did the work. put his 
own ideas and those John Locke into his draft. The 
Declaration Independence was submitted Con- 
gress for adoption rejection. Since the delegates 
had been selected State assemblies, caution was the 
watchword. few changes were made: George III 
was accused carrying the slave trade and Jefferson 
had hinted that (the king) had refused allow 
colonial legislatures suppress it. Georgia and South 
Carolina registered strong opposition and, appease 
them, that accusation was deleted. Jefferson’s use 
the word “tyrant” referring the King and refer- 
ences members the House Commons “dis- 
turbers our harmony” also received the axe. Other- 
wise, the Declaration drafted Jefferson was ap- 
proved and later signed members. 


Conrad Lengyel writes the four days, Monday July 
through Thursday July takes the reader into 
conservative Philadelphia the beginning the Amer- 
ican Revolution. introduces his cast characters: 
the tired philosopher and diplomat Ben Franklin; the 
careful lawyer Quaker John Dickenson; the rotund, 
stern-faced farmer’s son John Adams; and the smug- 
gler chairman, John Hancock. Lesser lights come 
stage for brief periods; Caesar Rodney making his ride 
from Delaware break his State’s tie vote; Silas Deane, 
novice diplomacy going France for aid and later 
defending himself against charges personal profit. 
These and other biographical sketches 
masterpieces. 
While the title this book may somewhat mislead- 
ing, the interested should not miss this book. Mr. 
Lengyel uses the flashback technique for his presenta- 
Congress, gives the background leading the 
fateful days. His style good that the reader finds 
himself slapping imaginary flies the manner the 
delegates Philadelphia who were pestered death 
the insects. Magnificently documented, Four Days 
July worthy any reader’s attention. hope 
that author Lengyel will not stop here. I’m looking 
forward more from him. 

Frank Brown, 

Chairman, History Department, 

University Scranton 


Nevins, Allan (Editor) Times Trial 
Knopf. Sept. $5.95. (1) 


Twelve top-ranking historians, economists and newsmen 
have combined their talents write crucial events 
that have helped shape America’s destiny. These 
articles, expanded from originals appearing Ameri- 
can Heritage begin with Ben Franklin’s Albany Plan 
Union and terminate with F.D.R.’s Court-packing 
plan. Such well known historians Allan Nevins, 
who has edited the volume, the late Claude Bowers, 
Bruce Catton, David Donald and Thomas Bailey con- 
tribute their specialized knowledge phases Ameri- 
can history. Each topic makes chapter. For ex- 


Nevins Tuchman 


SELLERs 


ample, Woodward Chapter tells Grant’s 
sorry administration, not sparing the soldier-president, 
summarizing the low political morality the post-war 
years, pointing out the graft and corruption that soils 
the memory “the hero Appomattox.” For the 
student the XXth Century, Times Trial contains 
articles Woodrow Wilson, the crash 1929, and 
the previously mentioned Supreme Court fight. Hard- 
ing, Coolidge and Hoover are portrayed lazy 
men who took the advice businessmen and allowed 
the country steam into world-shaking depression, 
The author The Great Crash, John Galbraith, 
feels that either Wilson F.D.R. had been 
dent the Harding-Coolidge-Hoover era the crash 
might not have occurred. Those who lost their shekels 
will read Chapter XII with profit. later 
generation will heed Galbraith’s premise 
carefully not wisely. 

impossible review this kind cover all the 
chapters detail. However, may noted briefly 
that Claude Bowers drops heavy hand 
Adams for the Alien Sedition Acts; George Dangerfield 
takes Madison task for the War 1812; Bruce 
ton regards Antietam the great battle the Civil 
War; and David Donald traces the political hatred 
that culminated the impeachment Andrew John- 
son. All are ably written: short, concise, the point. 
Pictures and cartoons help enliven the text. Humor 
and anecdotes prevail. Times Trial historian’s 


delight and heartily recommended for general 


reading. 


Brown 


Tuchman, Barbara 

The Zimmerman Telegram 
When hear and watch for our modern missile- 
maneuvering diplomacy often wonder just what 
goes behind the scenes. From hindsight have 
noted developments and times are most curious 
know just what happened being about the changes 
history. 
question which has long intrigued students history 
was that changed the mind and attitude 
Woodrow Wilson 1917. January that year 
our School-Master President was deeply engaged 
time-consuming and seemingly frustrating efforts 
bring about “peace and victory” between the 
mated combatants. Then April this same man, 
who three months before had said would “crime 
against civilization” for the United States enter the 
war, was before Congress asking for declaration 
war against the German government, “the natural foe 
liberty.” What caused this change? 
Barbara Tuchman’s The Zimmerman Telegram makes 
good documented case for the position that the 
change was due large part intercepted 
gram. This was message from German Foreign 
retary Arthur Zimmerman the German 
von Eckhardt Mexico, plotting 


— 


~ 


Japanese Alliance and invasion the United States. 


United States neutrality disintegrated and Wilson had 
other alternative. 

Students history will happy with this book 
cause casts strong light into the shadows behind 
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the scenes and gives insight into the character 
those directing the war efforts Berlin and London. 
gives the general reader view the methods 
intelligence used the British and Germans prior 
our entry into World War The super-secret Room 40, 
the hidden expert interception and de-coding office 
the British under Admiral Hall; the naivete many 
Americans; the fruitless chase after Villa American 
forces Mexico; the intellectual arrogance some 
German officials; the duplicity war-time diplomacy; 
the idealism the herculean efforts Wilson stop 
these and more are here put together give 
absorbing account. 


The Zimmerman Telegram takes the nature 
post graduate dissertation. the appendices in- 
copy the famous telegram code and 
translation. Eight pages sources, official, primary 
and secondary, bespeak long period research. 
Twenty-five pages notes and references document 
the entire book, chapter chapter. 


Congratulations Mrs. Tuchman. The 
history student will like her book—although may 
prefer different arrangement format. The general 
reader will find rich source information. The 
librarian will well include next month’s 


budget. 
Peter Damian Holzer, O.F.M., Ph.D., 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, 
Atkinson, Donald 


Texas Surgeon: Autobiography 
Washburn. Sept. 15,1958. 180p. $3.50. (I) 


If, Emerson says, “there properly history only 
biography,” then Doctor Atkinson fully satisfies, indeed 
exceeds, the requirements historian. For, besides 
history, his autobiography includes geography and 
account extensive domestic and foreign travel. 


Born into boyhood drudgery Brunswick, Can- 
ada, the son needy farmer and shoemaker, 
stopped school when eleven become “hop boy” 
ice boat. When twelve, hiked forty miles, with 
few Canadian dollars pinned pocket and bearing 
bundle clothes, work the mines; and, when 
thirteen, migrated Boston. The same year sailed 
galley scullion the West Indies the Queen 
Bess, dirty old tub with cockabill yards. The voyage 
ended, skipped ship still waiting his pay. 


For time worked deliveryman and coachman 
suburban Boston and attended night school. Then 
became male nurse McLean Hospital, off- 
shoot Harvard. This experience led him South 
Dakota, Pierre University, and finally the University 
Louisville where obtained his medical degree. 


Doctor Atkinson entered general practice Louisville, 
Kentucky, but shortly moved Bonanza, Texas, where 
spent year. From Bonanza went practice 
among the Indians Oklahoma Territory and then 
more successful career Dallas and finally, San 
Antonio. 


This the life-story man, imbued with the ambi- 
tion become doctor, who overcame tremendous 
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financial obstacles and suffered many privations reach 
his goal. the kind Horatio Alger experience that 
could happen nowhere except America. 


Anyone contemplating career medicine, and in- 
deed younger physicians, will derive inspiration from 
Texas Surgeon. Those like me, who have visited most 
places where Doctor Atkinson has been, will becom 
pleasantly nostalgic. 


William White, M.D., 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 


From Karl Marx Jesus Christ 
Sheed and Ward. Sept. 10, 1958. $3.75. 


Father Ignace Lepp made the full circle from ardent 
Communist devoted priest. The simple story 
his life, already translated from the original French 
into many European languages, should now provide 
English readers with much more satisfying rebuttal 
Communism than did Djilas’ The New Class. Both 
authors finally reached the dead end which awaits com- 
munist idealists, but Father Lepp found his way out 
the sunlight. offered solution. 


the early days the Communist Revolution many 
young minds espoused the loudly proclaimed ideals 
the Soviet Union. Young Ignace Lepp’s plunge into 
the ranks Marxists sprang from pure motives, 
desire for equality and justice, and end oppression 
and exploitation. Cut off from family and friends be- 
cause his choice, dedicated himself completely 
the cause young communist, later profes- 
sional revolutionary, and finally professor 
Soviet University. travelled extensively for the 
Party. Only during his second stay the Soviet Union, 
planned permanent one, did reach his own 
dead end. Was Stalinism which brought disillusion 
many others? Stalin and his followers 
did not betray the ideology Marx and 
The crimes Communism are due, not the wicked- 
ness those the head it, but the materialism 
and denial transcendent values which are its chief 
characteristics (p. 170).” 


tried Trotsky communism without satisfaction. 
boredom chanced upon Sienkiewicz’s novel Quo 
Vadis? Here his intellectual curiosity forced him 
begin the ascent grace. The simple Christian life 
described those pages finally led him the Mystical 
Body Christ and the feet ordaining prelate. 


The spiritual journey From Karl Max Jesus Christ 
intensely personal; not apologia. proves 
that Communism does attract the idealist and the in- 
tellectual, just goes show without rancor, 
without accusation, that Communism, true own 
principles, must degrade. Perhaps none other has ex- 
actly the same story tell. But from this story every- 
one will learn. recommend especially com- 
placent Catholics who may neglecting their glorious 
vocation members the Mystical Body Christ, 
their only real salvation against Communism’s threat. 


Walter Jaskievicz, 
Institute Russian Studies, 
Fordham University, 

New York, New York 
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Eastlake, William The Bronc People 
Harcourt, Brace. Sept. 10,1958. 254p. $3.95. 


This odd Western. begins with gun duel one 
afternoon New Mexico between two cowboys, Big 
Sant Bowman and the Gran Negrito, the presence 
two Indians none whom seem know what the 
fight all about. Yet the whole story revolves about 
this incident. Big Sant kills the Gran Negrito and, 
remorsefully, adopts his son who becomes Alastair 
Bowman. 


Viewed mostly through the eyes Little Sant, Big 
Sant’s natural son and embryo bronc man, and 
Alastrair, black-white youngster love with sesqui- 
pedalia, tells how these two boys, now brothers, have 
figured out exactly what they want from life; or, 
least, how they thought they had figured out. The 
reader left judge how successful they are and what 
became them. 


Full such strange characters Millie Sant, experi- 
enced practically every religion and currently in- 
volved the mysteries theosophy; Indians with 
queer-sounding names and plenty “savvy”; bank 
robbers who manage kill themselves; blue-eyed Billy 
fighter; and Mrs. Sanders, disillusioned 
missionary—the book may cynical excess times, 
but certainly original and very readable. Its humor 
bright and shiny chuckling and unexpected. 


highly recommend The Bronc People any adult 
reader looking for out-of-the-ordinary book, western 
not. really has little with the broncs; but 
Mr. Eastlake writes extremely well land and 
people with whom thoroughly acquainted. 


John 
University Scranton 
Stobart, Tom Take Pictures for Adventure 


Doubleday. Sept. 288p. $4.95. 


This book tells the experiences English camera 
man, not the Hollywood variety, but the kind 
who takes the travelogue pictures. does not tell how 
take pictures; fact there very little the book 
about cameras and technique. really verbal 
travelogue. 
The main part the book about the Everest Expedi- 
tion. The author tries present things from different 
angle because his own words “the main story has 
been told nauseam.” Other expeditions were 
Antarctic and African assignment. Perhaps the best 
section the book the account the way zoo 
animals are captured. 
There are pages pictures the book, none 
them colored, and most them too small and lacking 
detail. fact were judge Mr. Stobart’s 
ability these pictures would not consider him 
the first class workman which evidently is. 
The book itself just doesn’t make the grade. There 
plenty interesting matter the book but isn’t 
dished quite right. like reading detailed letters 
who has very superficial viewpoint. 
Mr. Stobart tells lot things but they aren’t quite 
the things that want hear. 

James Ball, S.J. 


Eastlake Stobart Young Golding 


Best 


Young, Wayland The Montesi 
Doubleday. Aug. 7,1958. 261p. $4.00. (IIb) 

April 11, 1953, the body half-naked girl wa; 
found along stretch beach called Tor Vaianica, 
just south Ostia, about twenty miles from Rome. 
was routine drowning case first, but one which 
was rapidly covered all sorts rumors. in. 
credibly short time the rumors burst into print, and 
the whole world was shocked hear dope-smug. 
gling, new type Roman orgies, and collection de. 
fendants whose names were household names all 
Italy and most International society. was 
questionably the number one international scandal 
that year, perhaps this decade. shook the heart 
Roman society, and shook the foundations 
Italian politics. Three years later all came head 
when three men stood trial for various charges arising 
out the death Wilma Montesi. One was the son 
Prime Minister. One was prominent social lion, 
The third was Chief Police. They were 


Given all those ingredients, and given the fact that the 
author old hand the newspaper game, you know 
how impossible wouuld come with any- 
thing but the most fascinating book the year. 
how other, however, Young managed the im- 
possible. has written near-classic masterpiece 
total and sheer boredom, dull beyond measure, 
organized, insipid, filled with all the billions 
vancies that help kill any good story, and general, 
this all you’ve got with four dollars, you 
shouldn’t allowed out without leash. 


who would read labels catsup bottles they ran 
out everything else, and not one them finished it. 
Don’t start it. It’s murder. 


Golding, Louis The Little Old Admiral 


The author Mr. Emmanuel and Magnolia Street 

his competent self again with his latest 

tion: hard-boiled between boy and 

old man. Unlike the “angry young men” modem 

Britain, Golding soft-hearted sentimentalist who 
can look the seamy side life and then coat with 

sugar make apparently pleasant. But keeps 
enough the tartness reality achieve 

cation with the characters has created. reader 

may not prefer the mixture but must admire the 

professional acumen which can bring off. 


The “Admiral” Frankie Yelverdon, peanut-size 
rant whose greatest (and only) pleasure life 
make annual round the British naval installations 
—mixing with the sailors Her Royal 
vented size from enlistment, basks the reflected 
glory the bell-bottomed boys with whom sings and 
drinks. One day meets youngster, Terry Smith, 
relatives, Terry finds the Admiral refuge from the 
pain and confusion youth. Golding tells the story 
Terry’s development under the oblique guidance 
Frankie: eventual enlistment the Navy and the 
maturity which comes from the discovery love 
woman and the sudden death the old man. 
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Golding has obvious fondness for the Royal Navy 
and his picture tender—although hints the 
discipline required make the proud organization 
And the author does subtle job making the 
impact the Navy strong “character” the story. 
Added this skill his use dialogue: extraordi- 
nary ear for the speech structure and expression the 
British lower middle class which gives sharp versimili- 
tude necessary this particular creation. 


Ina time “beat” generation, this romantic idyll 
anomaly: For change pace from 
the general illiterary our younger American (and 
novelists Golding offers few hours enter- 
taining fiction. John Coppinger, 
Elmhurst, Illinois 


Dunaway, Philip and George DuKay (Editors) 
Turning Point 
Random House. July 432p. $5.00. (I) 


Turning Point interesting book which reveals 
crucial periods the lives some the prominent 
and history-making people from the time Socrates 
present day. Such book opens the fateful 
moments men’s experience immeasurably 
greater than the actual world any can ever know. 
The editors have shown some fifty men and women 
amoment “stress, revelation, victory ad- 
versity.” Such moments will not reached many 
human beings because most live restricted 
world activity which narrows our interests and sym- 
pathies. Each man makes choice for himself this 
life. Although chooses live path that leads 
narrow existence yet his reading will let him travel 
into the realm furious action Cecil Windham- 
Smith’s The Light Brigade the quiet contemplation 
Thomas Merton’s chapter from his biography The 
Seven-Storey Mountain. 


For moments great decision the reader witnesses 
the chapter Burke Davis’s Robert Lee the general’s 
decision remain loyal Virginia yet oppose slavery. 
For power faith one beholds the eyes little 
Marie Ferrand Alexis Carrel narrates 
alighted with the fire new life restored” because 
miraculous cure the Grotto Our Lady 
Lourdes. Again for thrilling action what could 
more electrifying than read Patrick Henry’s address 
the President the House Burgesses his stand 
die rather than give those God-given rights 
“Life, Liberty and the Pursuit Happiness.” There 
are three other categories that treat the lives such 
men. For moment triumph there the chapter 
Kelley the Wright Brothers’ dream come 
true. For man adversity, Franklin Roosevelt’s 
decision overcome physical handicap and with in- 
credible courage and unmatched determination rise 
monumental public achievement. 


When reader wishes delve into the realm truth, 
will find the last group famous people devas- 
tating accounts Peter Freuchen, Father Damien, Soc- 
tates, Joan Arc and Jesus. 

This arrangement into six categories life’s situations 
brings the reader focus with “The great and the 
Powerful, the famous and the infamous, the driven and 
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the weary, the mad and the moonstruck.” Instead 
few interested people and acquaintances whose lives 
are largely hidden from his knowledge, the reader will 
have the chance look into the souls dedicated 
men. One who reads Turning Point cannot help but 
improve his perspective and see deeper into the life 
about him—for will learn from these men and 
women. 
Philip Dunaway complimented for his research 
and reading the field biography and although his 
sudden death 1957 robbed him seeing his work 
print, was George DuKay’s good fortune and skill 
arrange Dunaway’s collection and keep the book 
originally planned. The book has lasting value for 
many years come. 

Edward Sinnott, 

Tuckahoe, New York 


Robinson, Donald (Editor) 
The Day Was the Proudest American 
Doubleday. Aug. 21,1958. $3.95. (I) 


Americans, generally undemonstrative people, find 
difficult write anecdotally about their patriotism. 
have all, doubt, felt the stirrings pride our 
country, but describe these feelings graphic way 
easy task. The editor this book approached 
cross section our population and asked for incidents 
which made each them proud their citizenship. 
has assembled sixty-nine such anecdotes this 
collection. 

The authors range from our top military and political 
leaders New York barber—for many them their 
first time print. Military men like General Gavin, 
Admiral Burke, General Bradley and General LeMay 
are represented. There are political leaders: Secretary 
Dulles, Senators Case, Ives, Jackson and others. The 
entertainment world speaks through Eva Marie Saint, 
Irene Dunn, Kate Smith, Rosalind Russell. Teachers 
business men, newspaper and magazine writers, diplo- 
mats, I.’s, congressmen, doctors, men and women 
from all walks life, contribute personal experience 
which has crystallized their patriotism. Most the 
chapters are written the contributors; some were 
related Mr. Robinson and retold him. 


The Day Was Proudest American divided 
roughly according subject matter. The first part 
concerns the land and its people. Other sections con- 
cern themselves with our leaders, Americans war, 
work, school, our health, our churches, our minori- 
ties, and finally, Americans abroad. occasional 
anecdote smacks flag-waving, but general the 
author seems have hit upon the very things which 
make Americans distinct people the history the 
world. timely book, providing boost our 
national pride time when are losing ground 
some respects Russia. Criticism common enough 
thing today; here pat the back for our people, 
emphasizing our strong points and encouraging 
capitalize them. There something for every 
American this volume, and this good time 
any for each analyze for himself just what 
that makes the United States America the greatest 
country the face the earth. 


Brother Cosmos, C.F.X. 
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Lustgarten Fenison Munro Somers 


Best 


York Keith Hamilton 


Clue-Works 


Frank O’Gorman, Contributing Editor 


Lustgarten, Edgar The Murder and the Trial 
Scribner. Sept. 22,1958. $5.50. 


When Wouk wrote The Caine Mutiny, the writing 
populace suddenly rediscovered something which most 
people the country could have told them many years 
ago: there nothing quite fascinating the court- 
room technique lawyer fighting save the life 
career man. Since then, unfortunately, just about 
every novel written has its own little trial, and even 
the television sets are screaming objections and excep- 
tions these nights. But Lustgarten, while parlaying 
this interest into cash happily everyone else, has 
taken slightly different approach the subject. 
has written book which takes the trials some 
notorious criminals, touches the high lights, pin- 
points the moment the trial when the final verdict 
begins take some form, and then attempts analyze 
the tactics the prosecution the defense which made 
that particular verdict almost inevitable. 


You meet Edith Thompson, with the infinitely dis- 
turbing problem “did she dream did she lead 
him?” You meet Lizzie Borden, around whom there 
permanent aura horror. Steinie Morrison, 
rather horrible little creature. Jones and Hulten, some- 
thing close morons murder, much the victims 
the Second World War any Blitz victim. And 
there are many others 


well written, intriguing book. few the 
essays are obviously speeches which were never re- 
worked for print, and here and there sounds just 
job, well done, and worth the price. 


Fenison, Ruth Death the Party 
Doubleday. Sept. 18,1958. 190p. $2.95. 

There one small element improbability 
story, very early the game, which strange woman 
brings man apartment and leaves him alone 
with corpse. With this small exception this 
surprisingly well written book, with most ingenious 
murder plot cooking from just about the first page. 
The rule is: Get your improbabilities early and the 
reader will scarcely notice what being perpetrated 
him, and Death the Party follows this dictum 
very well. liked it. 


Munro, Hugh Who Told Clutha? 
Washburn. Sept. 190p. $2.95. 


Clutha one the infinitely long line private detec- 
tives world literature right now. And one 
the more acceptable ones. works for the Alma 
Dockyard, and finds himself investigating not the thefts 
one would expect him worry over, but obvious 
murder. digs deep into it, and the story throws 
lot action and travelling into the few pages takes. 
Light reading, pleasant, with much the wit one ex- 
pects from the good English author. 


Somers, Paul Beginner’s Luck 
Harper. 178p. $2.95. (I) 

Curtis newspaper man his first assignments for 
his English paper. manages mess the very 


first one and sent into the country really 


lous one for his second one. turns out not 
all ridiculous—as matter fact fine murder 
mystery, and the crack reporter another paper 
there with him trying scoop him the isa 
very fine writing job. starts bit slowly, but picks 
speed rather quickly, and does fair middling 
job picturing the problem the reporter out for the 
eternal scoop. 


York, Jeremy Sight Death 
Scribner. Sept. 182p. $2.95. 


There are two stories running through this book, 
kidnapping and bank robbery. The kidnapping 
particularly dreadful one, because over 
hangs threat blindness instructions are not fol- 
lowed the letter. The bank robbery rather 
trian, because the inside contact the bank the 
young man who loves the girl the hands the 
kidnappers. well done, with good narrative tech- 
nique, most believable situations, and ending that 
most eminently sane. 


Keith, Carlton The Diamond-Studded Typewriter 
Macmillan. Sept. 30,1958. 153p. $3.25. 
Carlton Keith has talented hand. The Diamond. 
Studded Typewriter has invested cornball 
with peculiarly convincing air, and the whole thing 
comes off very well. young man who manu 
script expert suddenly called case where the 
writer two manuscripts has been murdered. 
given the job proving identity and tracking down 
the wealth which supposedly hidden somewhere 
other. goes about both jobs methodically, 
remarkably talented and convincing young man, obvi- 
ously determined equally make certain that love 
does not interfere with the collection his fee. 
hope Keith keeps it. His books should worth 
reading, this first any standard. 


Hamilton, Mollie Later Than You Think 
Coward-McCann. Sept. 23,1958. 275p. $3.50. 


has been fortune read most the material 
the Mau-Mau’s Africa over the last four five 
years so. Later Than You Think another the 
tradition. the story particularly brutal mur 
der Kenya, with the immediate suspicion that the 
Mau-Mau’s are implicated, and even more dreadful 
suspicion that they are not implicated. Gradually the 
story encompasses the lives small circle friends 
who may possibly involved the killing, and the 
story searches their lives carefully, meticulously, almost 
brilliantly. story the painstaking putting 
gether all the pieces difficult puzzle, and the 
story told most intelligently. think fairly 
memorable novel, much more than mere detective 
story. lags times, but worth the price any 
day the week. 
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Hansen, Robert Deadly Purpose 

Neil Mallory came back from Korea with the deadly 
purpose killing Sergeant Karl Heintz who had been 


for the death many men his pla- 


settled down San Benito, Heintz’ home 
town, wait for him. Five years later, Heintz shows 
and Mallory sets out fulfill his purpose, but 
and relieved find Karl already 
murdered. But the police think Mallory did 
are gorgeous redhead, millionaire playboy, 
his and tall-talking Texan brother, fat 
owner, various waterfront toughs. Im- 
probable and roughhouse, but adequate. 


Arley, Catherine Woman Straw 
Random House. Sept. 29,1958. 246p. $3.50. (I) 


This adventure story,—unbelievable but full 
suspense. will Arthur Rank motion picture 
and will good one sure. 


Hildegarde, the heroine searches the matrimonial 
advertisements until she finds what she has been look- 
ing millionaire wanting wife. She answers 
the and from then the plot thickens. thickens 
intricately that when tried verbally 
one could follow it, so, must read make sense. 
Suffice say, there murder, trial and happy 


ending. 
Adele Nash, 
Buffalo, New York 


Pocket Print and Reprint 


Upper-bracket Paperbacks 

Appropriate the harvest season, the House Knopf 
has published bumper crop its Vintage series. 
There are two volumes Great Operas Ernest 
Newman, (Vintage K-65-A, K-65-B; each $1.25; 
which together contain thirty essays from Mr. New- 
man’s two previously published books 
giving history each, detailed synopsis, and the 
thematic music the greater arias each. These 
should welcome handbooks for hi-fi music fans and 
for opera-goers Richard Hofstadter’s Great Issues 
American History also published two volumes, 
(K-58-A and K-58-B, each $1.25; IIa), the first volume 
covering the hundred years from 1765 1865; the 
second from 1864 1957; they actually contain docu- 
ments bearing the great issues edited Dr. Hof- 
stadter with the assistance his wife and are particu- 
larly recommended texts for courses American 
History The third and fourth volume Arnold 
Hauser’s Social History Art, (K-53-C and K-53-D, 
each $1.25; span the periods from the Rococo 
“The Film Age” and each contains selection black- 
and-white reproductions representative paintings 
number Bergen Evans’ essays are collected under 
the general title The Natural History Nonsense, 
(K-64, $1.25; which not only scholarly but 
amusing reading Martin Turnell’s The Novel 
France, (K-62, $1.25; Ia), reprint the 1951 edition 
and treats with some special detail such representative 
French novelists Stendhal, Balzac, Flaubert and 
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Proust, and some the earlier novelists History 
1949 edition edited Francis Whitfield, (K-67, 
$1.25; covers the field The Con- 
fessions Zeno Italo Svevo, (K-63, $1.25; was 
first published the Beryl Zoete’s transla- 
tion 1930, and now something curiosity 
representing one the first and best Italian novels 
based psychoanalysis Two Legends: Oedipus 
and Theseus Andre Gide represents modern re- 
working the classic stories and will interest 


chiefly admirers Gide, (K-66, $0.95; 


The House Doubleday, which sponsors both the 
Anchor Books and the Image Books, has been equally 
generous. the Image series, top interest will prob- 
ably given two-volume reprint Daniel-Rops’ 
Jesus: His Life and Times, (D-67-A and D-67-B, each 
$0.95; I); this the translation using the Catholic 
Bible; the work itself Equally important, 
different field, Barbara Ward’s Faith and Free- 
dom, (D-73, $0.85; IIa), book intelligent Christian 
should ignore Saint Benedict Abbott Justin Mc- 
Cann, (D-68, $0.85; I), superior biography 
great leader God and Intelligence Modern 
Philosophy Fulton Sheen dates from 1925, but 
still eminently readable and pertinent, (D-74, $1.25; 
Ronald Knox’s iliuminating and witty exposi- 
tion The Belief Catholics recommends itself 
all readers, (D-72, $0.75; Louis Wohl’s 
novelized life St. Thomas Aquinas, The Quiet Light, 
(D-70, $0.95; I), was noted here vol. 10, 77... 
Characters the Reformation Hilaire Belloc 
series sketches leaders the Reformation most- 
England, (D-71, $0.85; Among the new 
Anchor books Gordon Allport’s The Nature 
Prejudice, (A-149, $1.45; IIa), somewhat revised 
and shortened reprint the 1954 edition Moses 
Hadas’ translation and introduction The Stoic Phi- 
losophy Seneca, (A-148, $0.95; IIa), not reprint 
but first edition and worthy special note philos- 
ophy students Five Short Novels Stendhal 
(Marie-Henri Beyle) translated Scott-Mon- 
crieff, (A-153, $0.95; IIb), are interest chiefly 
students French literature; they neither add nor 
diminish the reputation Stendhal Henry James’ 
The Ambassadors will welcomed students 
English literature, who are gradually having made avail- 
able them almost all “the Master’s” novels, 


(A-154, $1.25; 


Several other worthwhile paperbacks have also ap- 
peared during the month, notably reprint Dos- 
toevsky’s The Idiot, the Constance Garnett transla- 
tion, (Bantam SC-4, $0.75; Four Great Com- 
edies, with introduction Brooks Atkinson, (Ban- 
tam FC-2, $0.50; there are included “The Coun- 
try Wife, “The Way the World,” “She Stoops 
Conquer,” and “The School for new 
translation Paul Roche are Sophocles’ three Oedipus 
Plays, (Mentor MT-238, $0.75; And while 
are the theatre, check The Brute and Other 
Farces Anton Chekhov, seven one-acters new 
versions Eric Bentley and Theodore Hoffman, (Ever- 
green E-110, ... translation from the French 
Antonin Arnaud’s The Theater and Its Double, 
(E-127, $1.95; IIb), somewhat hysterical essay 
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against formalism cultural life, particularly the 
theater and will interest none but those the fringes 
the theatrical world Norris Houghton edits and 
writes introduction Great Russian Short Stories, 
(Dell LC-110, $0.50; thirteen well chosen and 
translated representatives the great Russian authors 
The Complete Short Stories Mark Twain, 
(edited and introduced Charles Neider) wel- 
come addition the pocketbook library, (Bantam 
SC-3, $0.75; Great Flying Stories, edited 
Anderson, (Dell B-116, $0.35; I), might well added 
here, too. 


Check also the following: The Pelican Shakespeare 
adds three more plays its handy play-a-volume series, 
Twelfth Night, (Penguin AB-11, $0.50; 
King Lear, (AB-14, $0.65, and Henry (AB-9, 
and prose selections, including “Rasselas,” has been 
edited Bertrand Bronson for Rinehart’s paper- 
back editions, (RE-57) The Poetry Living 
Japan, anthology modern Nipponese poets 
edited Takamichi Ninomiya and Enright, 
(Evergreen E-120, $1.25; The Gothic Image 
Emile Male reprint 1913 study religious 
art France the Century and remains 
minor classic the field, (Harper TB-44, $1.95; IIa) 
Another Harper Torchbook the reprinting 
Erich Przywara’s Augustine Synthesis, (TB-35, 
$1.95; which highly recommended all stu- 
dents philosophy and all mature readers. 


General Fiction 

Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World, (Bantam AC-1, 
$0.35; IIb), reprinted opportunely view forth- 
coming book the author re-examining his earlier 
“masterpiece” Across the Everglades Budd 
Schulberg the screenplay the current motion pic- 
ture dealing with the battle save the egret Florida 
the early 1900’s, (Bantam A-A-1880, $0.35; IIb) 
Richard Powell’s The Philadelphian, (Bantam 
F-1817, $0.50; IIb), was noted here 350, vol. 16... 
The Drummond Tradition Charles Mercer, (F-1818, 
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Pocket Print and Reprint 


Colette, (Avon T-269, $0.35; IIb), likely enough 
aimed the reader looking forward movie version 
impending Hallie Burnett’s The Brain Pickers, 
novel about the publishing business, (Dell D-237, $0.35, 
IV), was noted here 227, vol. 17. 


Mystery and Suspense 

Kenneth Fearing’s Cry Killer! was titled “Dagger the 
Mind” when first published 1941, (Avon 823, $0.25, 
Don’t Count the Corpses the reprint title 
for “The Burned Man” Christopher Monig 
992, $0.25; I), cf. vol. 16, 270... Shoot the Works 
Brett Halliday typical Mike Shayne job, 
988, $0.25; IV, cf. vol. 17, Brett 
Tickets for Death, (Dell 989, $0.25; IIb), was formerly 
Dell #387 and his Heads You Lose, (Dell 
$0.25; was noted here 245, vol. 16... William 
Ard’s Deadly Beloved was titled “The Root His 
Evil” when originally published 1957, (Dell 991, 
$0.25; IIb) Charles Williams author two “first 
editions” not Talk the Town, 
A-164, $0.25; IIb), sordid story also All the 
Way, (Dell A-165, $0.35; IIb) Run for Your Life 
Sterling Noel, (Avon T-270, $0.35; IIb), spy 
story with the now usual dosage sex-play. 


General Non-fiction 

Margaret Nicholson’s Dictionary American English 
Usage, (Signet T-1547, $0.75; cf. 25, vol. 17), 
valuable enough and now cheap enough within 
every student’s capability; necessary adjunct the 
reference shelf Parent’s Guide Children’s 
Reading Nancy Larrick, (Pocketbook C-314, $0.35; 
I), easily available for parents; published also 
regular library The Art French Cooking 
Fernande Garvin, (Bantam A-A-1827, $0.35; I), 
serves place every kitchen shelf Irving Stone’s 
Clarence Darrow for the Defense, (Bantam FB-418, 
$0.50; IIa), has been best seller since first appeared 
Virgil Partch’s cartoons ring the changes 
soldier humor and alcoholics Here Again, 


(Dell 990, $0.25; IIa). 
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